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Te Kārearea 



Significant Natural Areas – not proceeding 
until national guidance is released (draft 
National Policy Statement on Indigenous 
Biodiversity expected end of 2021).

Other upcoming plan changes – Natural 
Hazards, Hazardous Substances, Esplanade 
Priority Areas.

Tangata Whenua – chapter has been drafted 
with high level feedback given. Further 
consultation with hapū is required.

District Plan Work 
Programme Update



Whangārei  District 
Growth Strategy
Te Kārearea update 15 September 2021



Purpose of today’s Briefing
• To provide an overview of the Whangārei District Growth Strategy 

• Update Te Kārearea on hapū engagement and the Māori outcomes section

• Provide an overview of the key findings from the Housing and Business Development Capacity 
Assessment (HBA)



Recap of the Growth Strategy Journey



Growth Strategy overview



At a Glance: Whangarei District Growth  Strategy



Hapū engagement



Delivering outcomes for and with Māori

4 Focus Areas were identifying issues and opportunities. These are;

1. Enabling more Maori housing and papakainga development

2. Delivering services for Maori in rural and coastal communities

3. Promoting and building a sustainable Maori economy

4. Resilience and climate change.



Key actions from the Report

• Implement NPS-UD in partnership with Māori

• Work alongside Central Government agencies and 
hapū to address housing issues and unlock papakāinga
opportunities where desired through working groups 
such as Te Tai Tokerau Community Housing and 
Wellbeing Group

• Climate change risk assessment and adaptive pathway 
planning alongside hapū

• Monitor and report on key indicators through Te 
Karearea and Te Huinga. 



Housing and Business Land Capacity 
Assessment Summary

Whangarei District Council has 
developed a Housing Capacity and 
Feasibility Tool and a Business 
Capacity Tool to assess the capacity 
for housing and business 
development in Whangarei.



Next Steps
• The Growth Strategy will be taken up to Elected Members on the 30 September for adoption

• Development of a Housing Strategy. $150,000 allocated through the Long-Term Plan. 

• The NPS-UD requires the development of a Future Development Strategy in time to inform the 
2024 Long Term Plan. This process will begin early 2022.



Rating of Whenua Māori
Local Government Act 2002

Schedule 11



Objective Relief
Supporting the use of the land by the owners for traditional 
purposes

Non-rateable : burial grounds, customary land, marae, land used 
for meeting place and land with a meeting house on it

Recognising and supporting the relationship of Māori and 
their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands:

Recognising and taking account of the presence of waahi tapu
that may affect the use of the land for other purposes:

Avoiding further alienation of Māori freehold land Council work with owners or occupiers to discuss possible options 
for rates relief and address rates debt

Facilitating any wish of the owners to develop the land for 
economic use

Policy 21/114 Remission of Rates on Māori Freehold Land 
provides rates relief to reduce barriers to the development of 
whenua Māori 

Recognising and taking account of the importance of the land 
in providing economic and infrastructure support for marae 
and associated papakainga housing

Policy 21/110 Remission of Rates for Community, Sports and
Other Organisations provides for 50% rates relief for papakainga
housing



Objective Relief
The preservation of the natural character of the coastal 
environment

Non-rateable : reserve land, 
conservation land, 
wildlife management reserve, wildlife refuge, or wildlife sanctuary, 
land that is subject to a Ngā Whenua Rāhui kawenata under 
section 77A of the Reserves Act 1977 or section 27A of the 
Conservation Act 1987 (7 identified), 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga land,
land under the Queen Elizabeth the Second National Trust

The protection of outstanding natural features

The protection of significant indigenous vegetation and 
significant habitats of indigenous fauna

Recognising the level of community services provided to the 
land and its occupiers

Policy 21/110 Remission of Rates for Community, Sports and
Other Organisations provides for rates relief for the land used for: 
sports, to care for people’s health and well-being, hall, library or 
museum

Recognising matters related to the physical accessibility of the 
land

Non-rateable – unused land

When valuing a property, the inaccessibility is considered. The 
Mangatu adjustments are used to discount all values of whenua 
Māori 




















