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Introduction

• Update on the Biodiversity Plan Change (SNA’s)

• Update and outline of the Draft Natural Hazards, Hazardous 
Substances and Esplanade Area Plan Changes

• Amendments to the District Plan in accordance with
the National Planning Standards and the National Policy 
Statement on Urban Development (NPS-UD)



Biodiversity Plan Change

• Project background and update

• NPSIB progress

• Existing Plan Provisions

• Next steps



Existing District Plan 
Provisions

• Vegetation Clearance
• Rural Zones

• Outstanding Natural Landscapes (43%)

• Coastal Environment (19%)
• High and Outstanding Natural Character Areas (14%)

• Gaps

• Residential and Business Zones (248ha)

• Small pockets of vegetation outside overlay areas



Natural Hazards

• Plan Change 154 (PC154) –Natural Hazards Chapter (NH)

• Plan Change 90 (PC90) – Coastal Hazards (CH)

• Plan Change 149 (PC149) – Flooding (FLD)

• Plan Change 139 (PC139) – Land Suitability (LST)

• Plan Change 152 (PC152) – Mining Subsidence Hazards (MSH)



Natural Hazards – NRC Mapping

Coastal Hazards

• Coastal hazard mapping feedback open since April 19th.

• Received 120 genuine feedback/queries.

Flood Hazards

• In final stages of preparing region wide flood hazard mapping.

• Targeting public release for August/September. 

• No confirmed feedback/consultation process yet. 



Hazardous Substances



What approach do we have currently?

Operative District Plan includes:

➢ Rules (and objectives and 

policies) use a tool called the 

Hazardous Facilities Screening 

Procedure (HFSP) 

➢ Consent assessment focuses on 

adverse effects and risks, and 

require consideration of  to site 

design, storage, spill 

containment, signage, disposal, 

record keeping and emergency 

planning. 



What has changed since the last District 

Plan review?

➢ District level 

• Rolling Review of the District Plan

• Changing environmental context

• Changing demand and use of hazardous substances

➢ Regional level

• Regional Policy Statement 

• Northland Regional Plan 

➢ National level

• Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996

• Health and Safety at Work Act 2015

• Resource Legislation Amendment Act 2017



Management of risks –

The role of legislation and regulations 

Site

Health 

Act

Land 

Transport 

Act 

HSNO

HSWA

Radiation 

Protection 

Regulations

Building 

Act



Options

Option 1: Status Quo
Retain controls and use the HFSP as the tool to identify where consent 

is required (update as needed).  

Option 2: Activity Based Approach
Define specific hazardous activities and require consent in specific 

zones/locations. 

Option 3: No Rules in the District Plan
Remove all rules which relate to hazardous substances and rely 

on objectives, policies and spatial zoning tools. 



Esplanade Reserves and Strips

• Created through subdivision

• Usually 20m wide. 

• Protect ecological values, riparian margins and outstanding 
natural features and provide public access along the coast and 
rivers.

• Esplanade reserves – vested in Council.

• Esplanade strips – remain in private ownership.

• Where lots are less than 4ha and adjoining a waterbody.

• Where lots are above 4ha and agreement is reached.



Esplanade Priority Areas (EPA)

• Resource area in the District Plan.

• Purpose – facilitate the acquisition of  
esplanade reserves and strips along 
selected water bodies.

• Aim – to establish a network of esplanade 
reserves or strips along rivers, lakes, 
streams and the coast. 

• Approximately 100 EPA’s identified in the 
District Plan.

• Selected for ecological and recreational 
purposes.



Esplanade Areas Plan Change

• Currently undertaking internal consultation to review current 

list of EPA’s and to determine whether to 

add or remove waterways.

• Section 32 report being drafted.

• Draft Esplanade Areas chapter 
being prepared.

• Pre-consultation expected to 
commence late 2021.



National Planning Standards 

The Standards require the District Plan to 
be amended to give effect to mandatory 
directions on:

• Structure

• Format

• Definitions

Mandatory directions must be given effect 
to without a Statutory Plan Change 
Process. 



Amendments Undertaken

• New overarching District Plan structure complete.

• Required definitions introduced and operative definitions 
amended.

• Chapters currently complying with mandatory directions on 
structure and format include:



Required Amendments 

• Complete amendments to mapping colours and symbols:

• Chapters currently being amended to comply with 
mandatory directions on structure and format include:



Chapter Structure and Format

New 

chapter

structure 

and format

Current 

chapter 

structure 

and format



NPS on Urban Development – Car Parking 


