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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the 
management of 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are 
suffering and creating problems for residents in our community
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Submission for WOC 202f Public Consultation Process

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

. suffering from lack of basic care - clean water and adequate food. They are 
unhealthy and often suffer from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth 
decay, and untreated flea and worm infestations. Consequently, most are weak and 
vulnerable and carry contagious diseases such as cat flu and feline aids. 

. spreading diseases to our pets - they frequently get into fights and cause injuries 
to our pet cats and kittens. This creates unnecessary and expensive vet bills, which 

many people cannot afford. If the cat or kitten is lucky it will survive, many suffer 
and eventually die, unless they receive immediate vet care. 

. creating a nuisance - they come into our homes, through doors and open 
windows, day and night - residents can't leave their windows open in the sum,mer 
because cats sneak into their homes. 

. eating our pets' food - creating additional pet food expenses 

. stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables - creating additional food 
bills 

. causing flea infestations - in our carpets, which residents have to pay to be 
treated 

. causing skin infections in children from flea bites - creating the need for extra 
doctor's visits and medication from the pharmacy, and causing distress to children 
and family members 

. interrupting our sleep - when fighting and mating at night under and outside our 
properties 

. breeding under our homes and damaging insulation - when female cats use 
under floor insulation as a safe place to raise young kittens 

. breeding in our garages and garden sheds 

. dying under our homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
which can last months 

. spraying inside our homes - damaging carpets and furniture and causing a 
disgusting smell that is very difficult to remove 

. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round
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  leaving faeces in our gardens - a health hazard where young children 
often play 

  causing some frustrated residents to get rid of them in cruel ways in their 
attempt to clear their homes and properties of unwanted and unowned cats and 
kittens 

  creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents who hate 
seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often with the mother 
cat desperately looking for food. Other sick, malnourished and sometimes injured 
adult and juvenile cats are also hanging around, many with eye infections from 
untreated cat flu. These people know the cats have no future and there is no help 
available.

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live 
capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' 
cats from the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will 

rapidly escalate.

I would like the WDC to help solve this problem: 

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de- 
sexed, microchipped and registered by I; months of age - a once in the 
eat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping 
and registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. 
Some councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet 
clinics and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in our community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

First name: (2.en ,0+.f 
Street name: Crow+ov{j CreS(tn+ 
Suburb: KO(V) p

Personal contact details email/phone (optional):
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Submission for WOC 2021 Public Consultation Process
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 
problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife,

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
o from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
o spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
G getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and, 

expensive vet bills 
o breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
G eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
o causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
o interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
Q dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
o spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
o spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
o leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
o carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
G who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
o who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
o . who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
. predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
. competing with native species for food and water resources 
. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
. shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
. employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
o cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'Iost'/'stray' cats 
and kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 

dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. The SPCA no longer lends humane live 

capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. The SPCA do not accept 
'stray' cats from the community any more. This means the number of 'Iost'/'stray' cats and 
kittens will rapidly escalate. Since Covid 19 the SPCA has further reduced its services. The 
SPCA vets and SPCA inspectors are only working weekdays 9am-5pm.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
G months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 

registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

. Den- L First name......... ...... ... ..... ... ....... ... ...... ... ..... .... ... ... ........ ... ... ... .... ... ........ .,. ...... ........ 

Address..................Y:!0(~.~.~.~0....P~............................................. ......... 

Suburb.......l]...~\..P.v~:0- .g.................G.\~..2.............................. .........
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Submission for WDe 2021-2031 Long Term Plan
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Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous. The road 
is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 
cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 
wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WDC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 
there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day - 

walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 
dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes with 
groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 
drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many species of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 
cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 
realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline. 
Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for the Native 

Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 
Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WDC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 
Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road:

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St

First name.. .f.C!.t-. .~..........................................................................

Street name ..JJI~httl.f/~~.......................... 
Suburb ........OYlt,~;;-i.................................................................
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the COU//(11 

management of 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are 

suffering and creating problems for residents in our community

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

. suffering from lack of basic care - clean water and adequate food. They are 
unhealthy and often suffer from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth 
decay, and untreated flea and worm infestations. Consequently, most are weak and 
vulnerable and carry contagious diseases such as cat flu and feline aids. 

. spreading diseases to our pets - they frequently get into fights and cause injuries 
to our pet cats and kittens. This creates unnecessary and expensive vet bills, which 

many people cannot afford. If the cat or kitten is lucky it will survive, many suffer 
and eventually die, unless they receive immediate vet care. 

. creating a nuisance - they come into our homes, through doors and open 
windows, day and night - residents can't leave their windows open in the summer 
because cats sneak into their homes. 

. eating our pets' food - creating additional pet food expenses 

. stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables - creating additional food 
bills 

. causing flea infestations - in our carpets, which residents have to pay to be 
treated 

. causing skin infections in children from flea bites - creating the need for extra 
doctor's visits and medication from the pharmacy, and causing distress to children 
and family members 

. interrupting our sleep - when fighting and mating at night under and outside our 
properties 

. breeding under our homes and damaging insulation - when female cats use 
under floor insulation as a safe place to raise young kittens 

. breeding in our garages and garden sheds 

. dying under our homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
which can last months 

. spraying inside our homes - damaging carpets and furniture and causing a 
disgusting smell that is very difficult to remove 

. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round
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  leaving faeces in our gardens - a health hazard where young children 
often play 

  causing some frustrated residents to get rid of them in cruel ways in their 
attempt to clear their homes and properties of unwanted and unowned cats and 
kittens 

  creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents who hate 
seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often with the mother 
cat desperately looking for food. Other sick, malnourished and sometimes injured 
adult and juvenile cats are also hanging around, many with eye infections from 
untreated cat flu. These people know the cats have no future and there is no help 
available.

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live 
capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' 
cats from the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will 

rapidly escalate.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem: 

1. Introduce new hylaws mandating that all companion cats are de- 
sexed, microchipped and registered by 6 months of age - a once in the 
eat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping 
and registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. 
Some councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet 
clinics and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in our community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

First name: /:....&//bJQ/J1\
)/ I~ ~-C

, 

Street name: 111t ~

Suburb: o,,'vc~

Personal contact details email/phone (optional):
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management of 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are 
suffering and creating problems for residents in our community

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 

problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

. suffering from lack of basic care - clean water and adequate food. They are 
unhealthy and often suffer from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth 
decay, and untreated flea and worm infestations. Consequently, most are weak and 
vulnerable and carry contagious diseases such as cat flu and feline aids. 

. spreading diseases to our pets - they frequently get into fights and cause injuries 
to our pet cats and kittens. This creates unnecessary and expensive vet bills, which 

many people cannot afford. If the cat or kitten is lucky it will survive, many suffer 
and eventually die, unless they receive immediate vet care. 

. creating a nuisance - they come into our homes, through doors and open 
windows, day and night - residents can't leave their windows open in the sum.mer 
because cats sneak into their homes. 

. eating our pets' food - creating additional pet food expenses 

. stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables - creating additional food 
bills 

. causing flea infestations - in our carpets, which residents have to pay to be 
treated 

. causing skin infections in children from flea bites - creating the need for extra 
doctor's visits and medication from the pharmacy, and causing distress to children 
and family members 

. intelTupting our sleep - when fighting and mating at night under and outside our 
properties 

. breeding under our homes and damaging insulation - when female cats use 
under floor insulation as a safe place to raise young kittens 

. breeding in our garages and garden sheds 

. dying under our homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
which can last months 

. spraying inside our homes - damaging carpets and furniture and causing a 
disgusting smell that is very difficult to remove 

. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round
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" leaving faeces in our gardens - a health hazard where young children 
often play 

a causing some frustrated residents to get rid of them in cruel ways in their 
attempt to clear their homes and properties of unwanted and unowned cats and 
kittens 

a creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents who hate 
seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often with the mother 
cat desperately looking for food. Other sick, malnourished and sometimes injured 
adult and juvenile cats are also hanging around, many with eye infections from 
untreated cat flu. Tnese people know the cats have no future and there is no help 
available.

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop inl boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live 
capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' 
cats from the community any more. This means the number of 'lost cats and kittens will 
rapidly escalate,

I would like the woe to help solve this problem:

1. Introdocs rcew by~aws Mall' ~atilrnQ ~at iilU <compal1'J ofl'il cats are de- xl!!~f 
microchipped afrnd :regHstarsd by 6 montiils rof age - a <<llrrnce ~In ti:le cat":s 
~ifetime rost.

2. :Pro~/~de arild fllroandalBy t:o!rn ~buit :l to saabsidised de-sexing, microchilP!Pi61l~ 
and registering programmes throughout year 'for peopBe on ~ow ill1comes. 
Some councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet 
clinics and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in our community, Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable m lny !osr cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

First name: Ke:wft 
f tH ~DStreet name:

Suburb: 0/0 EKPH/

Personal contact details email/phone (optional):
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the 
management of 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are 
suffering and creating problems for residents in our community
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I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

. suffering from lack of basic care - clean water and adequate food. They are 
unhealthy and often suffer from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth 
decay, and untreated flea and worm infestations. Consequently, most are weak and 
vulnerable and carry contagious diseases such as cat flu and feline aids. 

. spreading diseases to our pets - they frequently get into fights and cause injuries 
to our pet cats and kittens. This creates unnecessary and expensive vet bills, which 

many people cannot afford. If the cat or kitten is lucky it will survive, many suffer 
and eventually die, unless they receive immediate vet care. 

. creating a nuisance - they come into our homes, through doors and open 
windows, day and night - residents can't leave their windows open in the summer 
because cats sneak into their homes. 

' 

. eating our pets' food - creating additional pet food expenses 

. stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables - creating additional food 
bills 

. causing flea infestations - in our carpets, which residents have to pay to be 
treated 

. causing skin infections in children from flea bites - creating the need for extra 
doctor's visits and medication from the pharmacy, and causing distress to children 
and family members 

. interrupting our sleep - when fighting and mating at night under and outside our 
properties 

. breeding under our homes and damaging insulation - when female cats use 
under floor insulation as a safe place to raise young kittens 

. breeding in our garages and garden sheds 

. dying under our homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
which can last months 

. spraying inside our homes - damaging carpets and furniture and causing a 
disgusting smell that is very difficult to remove 

. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round
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. leaving faeces in our gardens - a health hazard where young children 
often play 

. causing some frustrated residents to get rid of them in cruel ways in their 
attempt to clear their homes and properties of unwanted and unowned cats and 
kittens 

. creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents who hate 
seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often with the mother 
cat desperately looking for food. Other sick, malnourished and sometimes injured 
adult and juvenile cats are also hanging around, many with eye infections from 
untreated cat flu. These people know the cats have no future and there is no help 
available.

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live 
capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' 
cats from the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will 

rapidly escalate.

I would like the WDC to help solve this problem: 

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de- 
sexed, microchipped and registered by 6 months of age - a once in the 
eat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping 
and registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. 
Some councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet 
clinics and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in our community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

First name:  2~~ \( z- 
Street name:   ()V \f ~-t 

'\-OV  Suburb: K (    S \ 'v'J

Personal contact details email/phone (optional):
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 
problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
o from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
o spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
o getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and. 

expensive vet bills 
o breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
o eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
o causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
G interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
CD dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
o spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
G spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
o leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
o carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
o who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
III who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
o who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
. predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 

. competing with native species for food and water resources 

. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
. shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 

. employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
. cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'Iost'/'stray' cats 

and kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 

dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. The SPCA no longer lends humane live 

capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. The SPCA do not accept 

'stray' cats from the community any rnore. This means the number of  ost'/'stray' cats and 

kittens will rapidly escalate. Since Covid 19 the SPCA has further reduced its services. The 

SPCA vets and SPCA inspectors are only working weekdays 9am-5pm.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that a" companion cats are de-sexed, 

microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
{, months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 

registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 

councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 

and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 

and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 

unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

First name.. 
. 

  .~. ~.I(\ c~. ... . . . . .. .. . .. . .. . 
Address .PV' k.:<-()~-.t.'0. Q".... \\0... 
Suburb. . Ii.a., y .V j~.\-.~. f .~. !":'~.

.......... ................... ... ." 
...... ............. ....

. ..... ............ ...... .......... 
............... ..-....

............. ...... .................,. 
..... ...............
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the 
management of 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are 
suffering and creating problems for residents in our community

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

. suffering from lack of basic care - clean water and adequate food. They are 
unhealthy and often suffer from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth 
decay, and untreated flea and worm infestations. Consequently, most are weak and 
vulnerable and carry contagious diseases such as cat flu and feline aids. 

. spreading diseases to our pets - they frequently get into fights and cause injuries 
to our pet cats and kittens. This creates unnecessary and expensive vet bills, which 

many people cannot afford. If the cat or kitten is lucky it will survive, many suffer 
and eventually die, unless they receive immediate vet care. 

. creating a nuisance - they come into our homes, through doors and open 
windows, day and night - residents can't leave their windows open in the summer 
because cats sneak into their homes. 

' 

. eating our pets' food - creating additional pet food expenses 

. stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables - creating additional food 
bills 

. causing flea infestations - in our carpets, which residents have to pay to be 
treated 

. causing skin infections in children from flea bites - creating the need for extra 
doctor's visits and medication from the pharmacy, and causing distress to children 
and family members 

. interrupting our sleep - when fighting and mating at night under and outside our 
properties 

. breeding under our homes and damaging insulation - when female cats use 
under floor insulation as a safe place to raise young kittens 

. breeding in our garages and garden sheds 

. dying under our homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
which can last months 

. spraying inside our homes - damaging carpets and furniture and causing a 
disgusting smell that is very difficult to remove 

. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round
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  leaving faeces in our gardens - a health hazard where young children 
often play 

  causing some frustrated residents to get rid of them in cruel ways in their 
attempt to clear their homes and properties of unwanted and unowned cats and 
kittens 

  creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents who hate 
seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often with the mother 
cat desperately looking for food. Other sick, malnourished and sometimes injured 
adult and juvenile cats are also hanging around, many with eye infections from 
untreated cat flu. These people know the cats have no future and there is no help 
available.

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live 
capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' 
cats from the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will 

rapidly escalate.

I would like the woe to help solve this problem: 

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de- 
sexed, microchipped and registered by 6 months of age - a once in the 
cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping 
and registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. 
Some councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet 
clinics and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in our community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

First name: 1<1, ch 
______ ~ 'I 

Street name: I uc.,J-c:::::.. 'C  'LK-l V ~ 
Suburb: \ ~ 

f<----~,.- ) C '

Personal contact details email/phone (optional):
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Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous. The road 
is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 
cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 
wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WOC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 
there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day - 
walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 
dangerous I narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes with 
groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 
drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many species of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 
cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 
realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbets are in decline. 
Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for the Native 

Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 
Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WOC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 
Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road: 

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St

First name..... .R\ .,.~.9.>.Y. d.. ................................ ......................................

Street name ....~....~...,.................................................................

Suburb 
... 

...~.~.~~.............................................................................
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the 
management of 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are 

suffering and creating problems for residents in our community
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Submission for WOC 202r Public Consultation Process

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 

problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

. suffering from lack of basic care - clean water and adequate food. They are 
unhealthy and often suffer from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth 

decay, and untreated flea and worm infestations. Consequently, most are weak and 
vulnerable and carry contagious diseases such as cat flu and feline aids. 

. spreading diseases to our pets - they frequently get into fights and cause injuries 
to our pet cats and kittens. This creates unnecessary and expensive vet bills, which 

many people cannot afford. If the cat or kitten is lucky it will survive, many suffer 

and eventually die, unless they receive immediate vet care. 
. creating a nuisance - they come into our homes, through doors and open 

windows, day and night - residents can't leave their windows open in the sumrer 
because cats sneak into their homes. 

. eating our pets' food - creating additional pet food expenses 

. stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables - creating additional food 
bills 

. causing flea infestations - in our carpets, which residents have to pay to be 
treated 

. causing skin infections in children from flea bites - creating the need for extra 
doctor's visits and medication from the 'pharmacy, and causing distress to children 
and family members 

. interrupting our sleep - when fighting and mating at night under and outside our 
properties 

. breeding under our homes and damaging insulation - when female cats use 
under floor insulation as a safe place to raise young kittens 

. breeding in our garages and garden sheds 

. dying under our homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
which can last months 

. spraying inside our homes - damaging carpets and furniture and causing a 
disgusting smell that is very difficult to remove 

. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round
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6. Damaging our environment: 
G predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
. competing with native species for food and water resources 
. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
CI shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
C  employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA I 

G cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'Iost'/'stray' cats 
and kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 

dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. The SPCA no longer lends humane live 

capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. The SPCA do not accept 
'stray' cats from the community any more. This means the number of 'Iost'/'stray' cats and 
kittens will rapidly escalate. Since Covid 19 the SPCA has further reduced its services. The 
SPCA vets and SPCA inspectors are only working weekdays 9am-5pm.

.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
 ; months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 
registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

First name...RO\)~\~......................................................................................... 
Address.... 

_... 

 ~ t.~ rs:-. b.. 
... 

St.................................... 
....................... ............... 

Suburb... Q .~e..r. ~J~ ~........... 
...... .................. ... . .................... ......... 

... .. . . . ........
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woe 2021 Submission: New bylaws needed for mandatory de- 

sexing and microchipping of cats in the Whangarei area.
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There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. Many 

of our cNents in both rural and u~ban domiciles report the presence 
of unowned and 

unwanted cats that appear andfight for food and territory, biting and vnjuring their own 

domestic pets in the process of day-to.day survival. Sometimes these cats are not seen, so 

this is the first evidence of their presence. 

These unowned cats breed rapidly so the problem is aro increasing one. A female cat can 

produce 2-4 litters a year with no particu9ar breeding seasons. Each litter can 
Glumber a l 

average of 3-5 kittens that are sexually mature from 4 months old. De-sexing 
would stop 

th.is population growth. The local SPCA de.sexes many cats, but are becoming 
overwhelmed 

by the sheer numbers of unowned and unwanted cats.

Stray, lost and abandoned cats and those not adequately fed decimate 
wild bird 

populations. With the aims for a predator-free New Zealand by 2050 
it is essential to have 

some effective programs in place to control the populations of these very 
efficient hunters 

in our extensive bush and native flora areas.

Microchipping gives each cat a u.nique number. It is the size of a grain of rice implanted 

under the skin, Oi.ke a vaccination, usually during the de.sexing procedure by 
a vet or vet 

nurse. Vet practice and SPCA staff use a microchip reader 
that scans the chips radio signal 

and detects the unique 16 digit number. The number 
is registered on a database that links 

the cat to the owner's details. Without the registration, 
the animal cannot be reunited with 

an owner. When a stray, lost or abandoned, 
sick or injured cat is presented to the vet, the 

lack of a microchip means that there are delays in diagnosis 
and treatment for the patient 

due to a lack of owner permission,
i' 

There IS a worldwide movement towards the mandatory 
microchipping of cats: the UK and 

Japan are currently considering new gUidelines 
and it is compulsory in France, Belgium, 

Greece and some parts of Spain and Australia.

I would like to suggest the following solutions 
to the above problems: 

1. Financially contribute to a Whangarei "Chip 
and snip" programme involving local vet 

practices. This would provide subsidized de-sexing, 
microchipping and registering of 

companion cats fov people on benefits/pensions 
and low incomes. 

Name Chantelle Orchard on behalf of the 
YourVet Team -: ~d. 

Mike Macartney, Mark Borich, Sue Palmer, 
Niklto O'Donnell, Chontelle Orchard, Yvette 

Hope, Jessie Beeler, Corinne Hopkins, 
Debbie Rosser 

Street name and suburb 8 Millbrook Rood, 
Woipu 

Vet Practice YourVet Ltd

Ie'S!'" q ,,<  '<,p ,;! I,'ji '.1', '.,
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Northland Vet Group is the largest Veterinary Practice in Northland and we cover both large 
and small animal veterinary work from Helena Bay to Waipu.

There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. Many 
of our clients in both rural and urban domiciles report the presence of unowned and 

unwanted cats that appear and fight for food and territory, biting and injuring their own 
domestic pets in the process of day-to-day survival. Sometimes these cats are not seen, so 
this is the first evidence of their presence.

These unowned cats breed rapidly so the problem is an increasing one. A female cat can 

produce 2-4 litters a year with no particular breeding seasons. Each litter can number an 

average of 3-5 kittens that are sexually mature from 4 months old. De-sexing would stop 
this population growth. The local SPCA de-sexes many cats, but are becoming overwhelmed 

by the sheer numbers of unowned and unwanted cats.

Stray, lost and abandoned cats and those not adequately fed decimate wild bird 

populations. With the aims for a predator-free New Zealand by 2050 it is essential to have 

some effective programs in place to control the populations of these very efficient hunters 
in our extensive bush and native flora areas.

Microchipping gives each cat a unique number. It is the size of a grain of rice implanted 
under the skin, like a vaccination, usually during thede-sexing procedure by a vet or vet 
nurse. Vet practice and SPCA staff use a microchip reader that scans the chips radio signal 
and detects the unique 16 digit number, The number is registered on a database that links 
the cat to the owner's details. Without the registration, the animal cannot be reunited with 

an owner. When a stray, lost or abandoned, sick or injured cat is presented to the vet, the 
lack of a microchip means that there are delays in diagnosis and treatment for the patient 
due to a lack of owner permission.

There is a worldwide movement towards the mandatory microchipping of cats: the UK and 

Japan are currently considering new guidelines and it is compulsory in France, Belgium, 
Greece and some parts of Spain and Australia.

I would like to suggest the following solutions to the above problems:

1. Financially contribute to a Whangarei "Chip and snip" programme involving local vet 

practices. This would provide subsidized de-sexing, microchipping and registering of 

companion cats for people on benefits/pensions and low incomes.

0EN A I N~ Kcu-x 
Name.................................................................,..................................................................................... 

Street name and suburb.......P~.~.~.~~~.~.!..... ~9.~f..{......\ 0.~~~.9........................................ 
Vet Practice..N.0.~.~.\\~.~.I).....:v..~.!.....0.g~~..\.r.....................................................................
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Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous, The road 
is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 

cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 

wall and there is no footpath for people and their families,

The WDC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin, Many more people are using Beach Road because 
there is now a safe pathway, It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day- 

walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 

dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this,

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes with 

groups of cars, It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you, These 

drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour,

Many species of birds live in this area, I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 

cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them, Many people do not 

realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline, 

Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty, This creates additional work for the Native 

Bird Recovery Centre volunteers, Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 

Beach Road safer for all bird life too,

The WDC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 

Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife,

Suggestions - make Beach Road:

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St

First name " .Q~""" '. """".""".. ,......'" 
......." ",,,.' '''''' ,.... ,...", 

Street name, "PC\,h"",~,' ,.""."."".""""",.,.",."",.,"",..,..,'".'.'"'.',,
Suburb ,,,,,a,0., (~b,,,,,.,,,,,,
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management ot 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

Submission for WDe 202' Public Consultation Process

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1" Suffering: 
~ from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

jnfestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
a spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
$ getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and 

expensive vet bills 
I} breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
a eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
$ causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
o interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
I  dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
\!) spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
\9 spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
~ leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
s carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
'll who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
.. who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
  who know these cats have no future and there is no help avaiiable
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6. Damaging our environment: 
ill predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
I!t competing with native species for food and water resources 
~ spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

'1. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
~ shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
~ employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
@ cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

I would like the VVDC to help solve this problem:

1. ~[f1troduce new by8aws mandating that aU companion cats are de-sexed, 
micmchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
b months of age - a once in the eat's !ifetime cost.

2. Pi'ov~de and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 
registering programmes throughout year for people O!l1l low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

Name: SOK'cY'-  O-~(.;;l..

Position:

Address: K, ,' , /(e.r' 1<0 c.... d

, 
(w ht1Jl jcV'b1 

- 

fimwtrj ;fA a;v /
Busjness/~oi+lR'lUrljty or~enisatjon: HfP'( /3 e c-k.e~ ,. 
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Personal contact details email/phone (optional):
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Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous. The road 

is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 

cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 

wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WDC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 

there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day - 

walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 

dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to dl'ive as fast as they can, sometimes with 

groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 

drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many species of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 

cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 

realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline. 

Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for the Native 

Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 

Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WDC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 

Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road:

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

.. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

o put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St

First name. . 

.0.P.W IH\ 
. . . . . . . . . . .

Street name. .. 

\b.~OC.\'1.... ~D............ ....................... ....................

Suburb ............. ... >.\-p.rn.A..\1C
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Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous. The road 
is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 
cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 
wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WDC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 
there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day- 
walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 
dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes with 
groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 
drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many species of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 
cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 
realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline. 
Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for the Native 
Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 
Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WDC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 
Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road:

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

. continue the concreted shared path to Hi" St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hi" St

First name.. SA.~.B...............................................................................

Street name. PA.1 !3.\J.A..... .t\J.C!:RTH... .~O'AD.......................................

Suburb ....W.HAe.f.o:fA........................................................................
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the effective 
management of stray and abandoned cats and kittens in our 
community.

I work for Kainga Ora (Housing NZ), Whangarei, as a Tenancy Manager. I 

frequently see stray and abandoned cats and kittens when I visit my clients and can 

see the damage they are doing to residents' properties. I am also concerned about 

the health risks for our clients and their young children, created by large numbers of 
unowned and unwanted cats and kittens.

Our clients frequently complain to us about the numbers of stray and abandoned 
cats and kittens on their properties and the problems they create. These cats do not 
belong to the residents and all the neighbours know that they are strays. The 
residents are concerned and frustrated as the number of unwanted and unowned 

cats and kittens is increasing, because there is currently no organisation in 
Whangarei that is able to help them with this problem.

The Whangarei SPCA is not obligated to take in stray cats - their priority is 
vulnerable, sick and injured animals, and medical emergencies. In January 2019, 
the Whangarei SPCA made several changes. They have taken away their 
dog/puppies and cat/kittens 'drop in' boxes at the SPCA centre in Kioreroa Road. 
These used to be available when the centre is closed. They have stopped lending 
humane live capture traps to the public for trapping semi-wild or simply frightened 
domestic cats. They no longer accept stray cats from the local community either. 
These measures, along with Whangarei's rapidly growing human population, means 
increasing numbers of unowned and unwanted stray and abandoned cats and 
kittens in every suburb.

Stray and abandoned cats and kittens cause.many problems and much anxiety for 
our clients. Some residents respond with kindness, sadly others are cruel and get 
rid of them any way they can. The majority of people do not like seeing these 
animals suffer and find it distressing to see desperate, skinny, starving cats and 
kittens in their gardens and on their doorstep all year round.

Our clients complain about stray and abandoned cats and kittens:

. coming into their homes 

. causing flea infestations in their carpets 

. causing young children to get skin infections from flea bites 

. spraying on their carpets and furniture
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. stealing food off kitchen benches and tables 

. breeding and fighting under their homes 

. damaging insulation under their houses when female cats use it as a safe 
place to keep and raise young kittens 

. dying under their homes creating a putrid smell for several months 

. breeding in their garages and garden sheds 

. spraying on the outside walls of their homes, garages and fences 

. leaving faeces in their gardens 

. eating their pets' caUs and/or dog/s food 

. fighting with their pet cats and often causing them injury 

. spreading diseases like cat flu and feline aids to their pet cats/kittens 

. creating unnecessary expensive vet bills 

. causing suffering and sometimes slow premature deaths for pet cats/kittens 
when their owners cannot afford expensive vet bills

Most of our clients are beneficiaries or have low incomes. They often have limited 
resources, support and money, so are unable to resolve the problem themselves. 
They are dependent on community organisations to help them, but unfortunately, 

" 

these organisations do not exist in Whangarei.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal 
Register) by 6 months of age - a once in the eat's lifetime cost. Over time, 
this would help reduce the number of stray cats in our community.

2. Financially contribute to 'Snip n Chip' or 'Snip, Chip n Trip' 
programmes each year, involving either the Whangarei SPCA and/or local 
vets. This would provide subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and registering 
of cats for people on low incomes. This is already available in other areas of 
NZ.

Name:~;4~L.

Position at Kainga Ora, Whangarei: ~~?-~~~

Personal contact details phone/email (optional):
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community,

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
3 from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
a spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
(j getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and 

expensive vet bills 
eJ breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
. eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
s causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
$ interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
11/ spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
.. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
  leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
e carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
$ who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
a who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
  who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
. predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
e competing with native species for food and water resources 
~ spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
OJ shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
" employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
II cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

I would like the VVDC to help solve this problem:

1. ~ti1troduce iTJew bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sened, 
mici"ochipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
o months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-se}{ing, m crochipping and 
reg stering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number oi lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited '}lith their owners.

I'!ame: S' r / V e r ) C-. t>( f f / (7 I 
.

Position: 

BusinessleemffiuAity oFQonisatioFT. C r () Lv' -  r S' JlL  (1 I / f -) 
Address: C; / (! /) lIe Y" v ;' e
Personal contact details email/phone (optional):
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Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous. The road 
is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 

cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 
wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WDC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 
there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day- 

walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 

dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes with 

groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 
drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many species of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 

cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 
realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline. 

Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for the Native 

Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 

Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WDC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 
Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road:

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St

First name ..SR.. .0.... ...................... ...... ........................... ............... ........

Street name .\-\mV\ G\...5)( .\t......................................................
~ . 

\' 

Suburb ....\.VW.\..W\Y".\..............................................................................
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The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous. The road 
is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 
cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 
wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WDe has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 
there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day - 

walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 
dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes with 
groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 
drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many species of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 
cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 
realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline. 

Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for the Native 

Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 
Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WDe has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 
Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road: 

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St

Street name. 
.

First name.. .SiM...................... _...................................................... 
........./dptWG{(.'......&....................... 

Suburb ....... .qkv4<A,........................................................
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!\IClt New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

Submission for WOC 202 r Public Consultation Process

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 
problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
(} from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
o spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
o getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and 

expensive vet bills 
o breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
a eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
o causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
e interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
Cl) dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
o spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
  spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
Q leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
o carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
  who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
  who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult .and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
o who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
e predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
III competing with native species for food and water resources 
II spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
o shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
e employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
  cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'Iost'/'stray' cats 
and kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 

dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. The SPCA no longer lends humane live 

capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. The SPCA do not accept 
'stray' cats from the community any more. This means the number of 'Iost'/'stray' cats and 
kittens will rapidly escalate. Since Covid 19 the SPCA has further reduced its services. The 
SPCA vets and SPCA inspectors are only working weekdays 9am-5pm.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
6 months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 

registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinic~ 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

First name. :;).k\ ~~ f: .................................. ............................. ................... . . ........ 

Address........... "~\J.0:-~?<. n.cl..~ ~.. vY.).f-.t'l ~P',:,.t0.p&.r:-f.......................... . ........ 
Suburb..... m.0J,.(\ Y .~a.:~~ ~.............................................................................
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the effective 
management of stray and abandoned cats and kittens in our 
community.

I work for Kainga Ora (Housing NZ), Whangarei, as a Tenancy Manager. I 

frequently see stray and abandoned cats and kittens when I visit my clients and can 

see the damage they are doing to residents' properties. I am also concerned about 

the health risks for our clients and their young children, created by large numbers of 
unowned and unwanted cats and kittens.

Our clients frequently complain to us about the numbers of stray and abandoned 
cats and kittens on their properties and the problems they create. These cats do not 
belong to the residents and all the neighbours know that they are strays. The 
residents are concerned and frustrated as the number of unwanted and unowned 

cats and kittens is increasing, because there is currently no organisation in 
Whangarei that is able to help them with this problem.

The Whangarei SPCA is not obligated to take in stray cats - their priority is 
vulnerable, sick and injured animals, and medical emergencies. In January 2019, 
the Whangarei SPCA made several changes. They have taken away their 
dog/puppies and caUkittens 'drop in' boxes at the SPCA centre in Kioreroa Road. 
These used to be available when the centre is closed. They have stopped lending 
humane live capture traps to the public for trapping semi-wild or simply frightened 
domestic cats. They no longer accept stray cats from the local community either. 
These measures, along with Whangarei's rapidly growing human population, means 
increasing numbers of unowned and unwanted stray and abandoned cats and 
kittens in every suburb.

Stray and abandoned cats and kittens cause,many problems and much anxiety for 
our clients. Some residents respond with kindness, sadly others are cruel and get 
rid of them any way they can. The majority of people do not like seeing these 
animals suffer and find it distressing to see desperate, skinny, starving cats and 
kittens in their gardens and on their doorstep all year round.

Our clients complain about stray and abandoned cats and kittens:

. coming into their homes 

. causing flea infestations in their carpets 

. causing young children to get skin infections from flea bites 

. spraying on their carpets and furniture
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  stealing food off kitchen benches and tables 
  breeding and fighting under their homes 
  damaging insulation under their houses when female cats use it as a safe 

place to keep and raise young kittens 
  dying under their homes creating a putrid smell for several months 
  breeding in their garages and garden sheds 
  spraying on the outside walls of their homes, garages and fences 
  leaving faeces in their gardens 
. eating their pets' cat/s and/or dog/s food 
  fighting with their pet cats and often causing them injury 
  spreading diseases like cat flu and feline aids to their pet cats/kittens 
  creating unnecessary expensive vet bills 
  causing suffering and sometimes slow premature deaths for pet cats/kittens 

when their owners cannot afford expensive vet bills

Most of our clients are beneficiaries or have low incomes. They often have limited 
resources, support and money, so are unable to resolve the problem themselves. 
They are dependent on community organisations to help them, but unfortunately, 
these organisations do not exist in Whangarei.

I would like the WDC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal 
Register) by 6 months of age - a once in the eat's lifetime cost. Over time, 
this would help reduce the number of stray cats in our community.

2. Financially contribute to 'Snip n Chip' or 'Snip, Chip n Trip' 
programmes each year, involving either the Whangarei SPCA and/or local 
vets. This would provide subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and registering 
of cats for people on low incomes. This is already available in other areas of 
NZ.

Name: I\  i dJ le ~ L ~/61 ~G;)1

Position at Kainga Ora, Whangarei: 

fIQCQyv1!U~+- ~tAffor-l-- 'SfQc oJ;&!- 
Personal contact details phone/email (optional):
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New by-laws are needed for mandatory de-sexing and microchipping of cats in the 

Whangarei area,

There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. These 

unowned, and not de-sexed, cats and kittens create many different problems for the 

community. They breed rapidly, so the problem is an increasing one.

Compulsory de-sexing of companion cats would help to slow this population growth. 

Compulsory microchipping will give each cat an individual identifying number, and 

compulsory registration on the NZCAR (New Zealand Companion Animal Register) will link 

the cat to an owner.

There is a worldwide movement towards the mandatory microchipping and de-sexing of 

companion cats.

I would like the Whangarei District Council to help solve this problem in the following ways: 
1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 

microchipped and registered on the NZCAR (New Zealand Companion Animal 

Register) by 6 months of age. 
2. Financially contribute to subsidized de-sexing, microchipping and registering 

programmes for people on low incomes. Some councils in NZ already provide this 

service by working with their local vet clinics and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help to reduce the number of lost and abandoned 

cats and kittens in the community.

NAME:  -<-~~) '"0 '" '. \h..

HOME STREET NAME AND SUBURB: r ~-\c'-"'.c ~..\~ J '\ 't-c?'\
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' 
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VET PRACTICE: \" \ \ \\ R~ \Jd C,.,..........~ (
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New bylaws needed for mandatory de-sexing and microchipping of cats in the Whangarei 
area.

There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. These 

unowned, and not de-sexed, cats and kittens create many different problems for the 

community. They breed rapidly, so the problem is an increasing one.

Compulsory de-sexing of companion cats would help to slow this population growth. 
Compulsory microchipping will give each cat an individual identifying number, and 

compulsory registration on the NZCAR (New Zealand Companion Animal Register) will link 
the cat to an owner.

There is a worldwide movement towards the mandatory microchipping and de-sexing of 

companion cats.

I would like the Whangarei District Council to help solve this problem in the following ways: 
1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed microchipped 

and registered on the NZCAR (New Zealand Companion Animal Register) by 6 
months of age. 

2. Financially contribute to subsidized de-sexing, microchipping and registering 
programmes for people on low incomes. Some councils in NZ already provide this 
service by working with their local vet clinics and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help to reduce the number of lost and abandoned 

cats and kittens in the community.
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sexing and microchipping of cats in the Whangarei Area.
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Northland Vet Group is the largest Veterinary Practice in Northland and we cover both large 
and small animal veterinary work from Helena Bay to Waipu.

There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. Many 
of our clients in both rural and urban domiciles report the presence of unowned and 

unwanted cats that appear and fight for food and territory, biting and injuring their own 
domestic pets in the process of day-to-day survival. Sometimes these cats are not seen, so 
this is the first evidence of their presence.

These unowned cats breed rapidly so the problem is an increasing one. A female cat can 

produce 2-4 litters a year with no particular breeding seasons. Each litter can number an 

average of 3-5 kittens that are sexually mature from 4 months old. De-sexing would stop 
this population growth. The local SPCA de-sexes many cats, but are becoming overwhelmed 

by the sheer numbers of unowned and unwanted cats.

Stray, lost and abandoned cats and those not adequately fed decimate wild bird 

populations. With the aims for a predator-free New Zealand by 2050 it is essential to have 
some effective programs in place to control the populations of these very efficient hunters 
in our extensive bush and native flora areas.

Microchipping gives each cat a unique number. It is the size of a grain of rice implanted 
under the skin, like a vaccination, usually during the de-sexing procedure by a vet or vet 
nurse. Vet practice and SPCA staff use a microchip reader that scans the chips radio signal 
and detects the unique 16 digit number. The number is registered on a database that links 
the cat to the owner's details. Without the registration, the animal cannot be reunited with 

an owner. When a stray, lost or abandoned, sick or injured cat is presented to the vet, the 
lack of a microchip means that there are delays in diagnosis and treatment for the patient 
due to a lack of owner permission.

There is a worldwide movement towards the mandatory microchipping of cats: the UK and 

Japan are currently considering new guidelines and it is compulsory in France, Belgium, 
Greece and some parts of Spain and Australia.

I would like to suggest the following solutions to the above problems:

1. Financially contribute to a Whangarei "Chip and snip" programme involving local vet 

practices. This would provide subsidized de-sexing, microchipping and registering of 

companion cats for people on benefits/pensions and low incomes. 
Susie Soulsby 
SVM.S 

, J ~ I l? Northland Veterinary Group 
Name.......:~..~...........~..~.....?.........Whan98ret..Og.470060................................................................ 
Street name and suburb.............f.<..~f.y.~~~.(:.~~....., -f.\..~..c:.. :~:1j.........~~!.0:').9..........Q.I..~};............... 

Vet Practice... ..!~.Q(.~ .~.~.~~.':: -~....... .Yfj-..... ...G:.:. .Q..A.f............ r.0 ~;~ .~. 0.Y....................................
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New by-laws are needed for mandatory de-sexing and microchipping of cats in the 

Whangarei area.

There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. These 

unowned, and not de-sexed, cats and kittens create many different problems for the 

community. They breed rapidly, so the problem is an increasing one.

Compulsory de-sexing of companion cats would help to slow this population growth. 

Compulsory microchipping will give each cat an individual identifying number, and 

compulsory registration on the NZCAR (New Zealand Companion Animal Register) will link 

the cat to an owner.

There is a worldwide movement towards the mandatory microchipping and de-sexing of 

companion cats.

I would like the Whangarei District Council to help solve this problem in the following ways: 

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 

microchipped and registered on the NZCAR (New Zealand Companion Animal 

Register) by 6 months of age. 
2. Financially contribute to subsidized de-sexing, microchipping and registering 

programmes for people on low incomes. Some councils in NZ already provide this 

service by working with their local vet clinics and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help to reduce the number of lost and abandoned 

cats and kittens in the community.

NAME: r\V t's~eV) S~ok <?S

HOME STREET NAME AND SUBURB: 

VET PRACTICE: fA\ \\ RooJ 
..

 \ yet \!V\(\{  vs~ hoaJ
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Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hili St is extremely dangerous. The road 

is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 

cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 

wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WOC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 

Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 

there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of ali ages enjoying the area every day- 

walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 

dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes 
with 

groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 

drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many species of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 

cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 

realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline. 

Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for 
the Native 

Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 

Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WDC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 

Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road:

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

.. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St

First name 
. 

0\~~.
.......................... ............ ................ .......... ..........

Street name .~.<?-~ ..~. ~q,. ........................... ..........

Suburb 
. 

.Q~I<?-\~.
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Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous. The road 
is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 
cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 
wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WOC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 
there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day - 
walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 
dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes with 
groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 
drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many species of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 
cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 
realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline. 
Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for the Native 

Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 
Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WDC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 
Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road:

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St

First name .S~~....................................................................................

Street name ..k.~n.:s..~.0J.+.Oy).......t+0.~hh....~}~~..........................
t' ' + Suburb .....~nQ\~. .O.n..........................................................................
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the 
management of 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are 
suffering and creating problems for residents in our community

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 

problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

. suffering from lack of basic care - clean water and adequate food. They are 
unhealthy and often suffer from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth 
decay, and untreated flea and worm infestations. Consequently, most are weak and 
vulnerable and carry contagious diseases such as cat flu and feline aids. 

. spreading diseases to our pets - they frequently get into fights and cause injuries 
to our pet cats and kittens. This creates unnecessary and expensive vet bills, which 

many people cannot afford. If the cat or kitten is lucky it will survive, many suffer 

and eventually die, unless they receive immediate vet care. 
. creating a nuisance - they come into our homes, through doors and open 

windows, day and night - residents can't leave their windows open in the sumrer 
because cats sneak into their homes. 

. eating our pets' food - creating additional pet food expenses 

. stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables - creating additional food 
bills 

. causing flea infestations - in our carpets, which residents have to pay to be 
treated 

. causing skin infections in children from flea bites - creating the need for extra 
doctor's visits and medication from the 'pharmacy, and causing distress to children 
and family members 

. interrupting our sleep - when fighting and mating at night under and outside our 
properties 

. breeding under our homes and damaging insulation - when female cats use 
under floor insulation as a safe place to raise young kittens 

. breeding in our garages and garden sheds 

. dying under our homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
which can last months 

. spraying inside our homes - damaging carpets and furniture and causing a 
disgusting smell that is very difficult to remove 

. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round
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. leaving 'faeces in our gardens ~ a health hazard where young children 
often play 

. causing some frustrated residents to get rid of them in cruel ways in their 

attempt to clear their homes and properties of unwanted and unowned cats and 
kittens 

. creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents who hate 

seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often with the mother 
cat desperately looking for food. Other sick, malnourished and sometimes injured 
adult and juvenile cats are also hanging around, many with eye infections from 
untreated cat flu. These people know the cats have no future and there is no help 
available.

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 

dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live 

capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' 
cats from the community any more. This means the number of'lost' cats and kittens will 

rapidly escalate.

I would like the WDC to help solve this problem: 

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de- 
sexed, microchipped and registered by {; months of age - a once in the 

eat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping 
and registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. 
Some councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet 
clinics and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
,and kittens in our community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

First name: S UmN)e"v" 
Street name: fv1 cL eCU  K. oa d 
Suburb: Nv..:flJ

Personal contact details email/phone (optional):
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30, These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
. from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
. spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
  getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary ard 

expensive vet bills 
  breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
. eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
. causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
. interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
. spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
  spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
. leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
. carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
. who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
  who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
. who know these cats have no future and there is no help available

Page 49 of 98



6. Damaging our environment: 
. predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
. competing with native species for food and water resources 
. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
. shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
. employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
. cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for ~atching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
6 months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 
registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

Address........ ........ .... ..,..... . "\\.. t...?:.. ............... 

r....................................... 
Businessleol "" lUI lily ;C"i.Btierl...... .Y0.A... . . . 

\. .d "'\ . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . .. . ........ 

Position.... .&qf)J:..... ~ ~(~t...............................................................
Personal contact details email/phone (optional)
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Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous. The road 

is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 

cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 
wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WDC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 
there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day - 

walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 

dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes with 

groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 

drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many species of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 

cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 
realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline. 

Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for the Native 

Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 

Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WDC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 

Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road:

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St

First name.
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New b!llaws and resources urgently needed for the management 
of 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
. from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
. spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
. getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and 

expensive vet bills 
. breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
. eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
. causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
. interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
. spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
. spraying ,on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
. leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
. carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
. who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
. who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
. who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
  predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
  competing with native species for food and water resources 
  spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
  shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
  employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
  cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

I would like the WDC to help solve this problem: 

1. Introduce new h laws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on the NZ Companion Animal Register) by ~ 
months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 
registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

First name: (11/ fL-E TnsYtiR 
BusinessAAJIlIIlI'luity OIgalliution: p~
Address: )2 -tt- CoVVl~0cr2CG 

LI\J \tllNG t4 (2~ I
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 

problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
. from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
. spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
. getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary anp 

expensive vet bills 
. breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
. eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
. causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
. interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
. spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
. leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
. carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
. who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
. who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
. who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
. predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 

. competing with native species for food and water resources 

. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
. shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 

. employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
. cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'Iost'/'stray' cats 

and kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 

dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. The SPCA no longer lends humane live 

capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. The SPCA do not accept 

'stray' cats from the community any more. This means the number of 'Iost'/'stray' cats and 

kittens will rapidly escalate. Since Covid 19 the SPCA has further reduced its services. The 

SPCA vets and SPCA inspectors are only working weekdays 9am-5pm.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 

microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
{; months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 

registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 

and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 

unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable ma:v~ and kittens to be 

reunited with their owners. 

First name.. .... .;Z7~~;. ..~..0(F... ...... ............... ... ........ ....... ...... ....... Address.....................................';/..~................................................................ suburb.......!Y}~~!~G.~...........................................................
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Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous. The road 
is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 
cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 
wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WDC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 
there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day - 

walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 

dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes with 

groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 
drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many species of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 
cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 
realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline. 

Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for the Native 
Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make. 
Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WDC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 
Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road:

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St

. 
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Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous. The road 

is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 

cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 

wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WDC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 

there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day- 

walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 

dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes with 

groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 

drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many species of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 

cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 

realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline. 

Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for the Native 

Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 

Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WOC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 

Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road:

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St

First name. -t:  
M.A.. ~\ .~I ()..~.. f ..l. ...............................................Street name..

Suburb ........
Q)~~AH t ....(hYs~.............

Page 60 of 98



R..-C 
<'/l- 

<'0 
'c <<s' 

;, "'0 
,{' / ~, 

V A, Rs. /I1A. "'''i' 
^I/J l-/r 

o '1'iy I{ ?e? "'s 

Submission for WOC 2021 Public Consultation Process YS/'' 'IC;>I-)f'/ ?; 
Ou 

'VC'i

New by-laws are needed for mandatory de-sexing and microchipping of cats in the 

Whangarei area.

There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. These 

unowned, and not de-sexed, cats and kittens create many different problems for the 

community. They breed rapidly, so the problem is an increasing one.

Compulsory de-sexing of companion cats would help to slow this population growth. 

Compulsory microchipping will give each cat an individual identifying number, and 

compulsory registration on the NZCAR (New Zealand Companion Animal Register) will link 

the cat to an owner.

There is a worldwide movement towards the mandatory microchipping and de-sexing of 

companion cats.

I would like the Whangarei District Council to help solve this problem in the following ways: 
1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 

microchipped and registered on the NZCAR (New Zealand Companion Animal 

Register) by 6 months of age. 
2. Financially contribute to subsidized de-sexing, microchipping and registering 

programmes for people on low incomes. Some councils in NZ already provide this 

service by working with their local vet clinics and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help to reduce the number of lost and abandoned 

cats and kittens in the community.

NAME: ~\c-J 'T~

HOME STREET NAME AND SUBURB: ~(2.. Scor  ~ R 1 ~~. 
t

VET PRACTICE: N ll-L ~ \ .fLT ~ NlC-
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

. problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
Ii) from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
o spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
tl getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and 

expensive vet bills 
o breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
  eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
o causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
e interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
  dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
o spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
o spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
o leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
o carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
e who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
o who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult .and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
o who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
(J predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
9 competing with native species for food and water resources 
  spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
o shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
e employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
o cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'Iost'/'stray' cats 
and kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 

dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. The SPCA no longer lends humane live 

capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. The SPCA do not accept 
'stray' cats from the community any more. This means the number of 'Iost'/'stray' cats and 
kittens will rapidly escalate. Since Covid 19 the SPCA has further reduced its services. The 
SPCA vets and SPCA inspectors are only working weekdays 9am-5pm.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
6 months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 

registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 

and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

. ~a\eJ-\~ First name............ .............................,.......................................................... . ........ 

(' 
\,0l t.---l-- I fTt~ cL. 

Address.. 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . .. . .. . .. . ... 

.....7.::. 
. . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of u";Ctl 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
a from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of crueity and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
to) spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
cJ getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and 

expensive vet bills 
. breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
'" eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
9 causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
!) interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
. spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
. leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
. carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
'>> who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
e who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
o who knolJlJ these cats have no future and there is no help available
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5. Damaging our environment: 
/I predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
  competing with native species for food and water resources 
a spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

1. Cli'eating a nuisance for business owners: 
~ shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
" employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens "found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
~ cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and catslkittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

1 would like the VVDC to help solve this problem:

1. ~ff1troduce new by~aws mandating that aU companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
b months of age - a once  n the eat's lifetime cost.

2. Provjde and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 
regsstering programmes throughoPJt year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by worl<ing with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 

unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
WOllid enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.
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sexing and microchipping of cats in the Whangarei area.
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There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. Many 
of our clients in both rural and urban domiciles report the presence of unowned and 

unwanted cats that appear and fight for food and territory, biting and injuring their own 
domestic pets in the process of day-to-day survival. Sometimes these cats are not seen, so 
this is the first evidence of their presence.

These unowned cats breed rapidly so the problem is an increasing one. A female cat can 

produce 2-4 litters a year with no particular breeding seasons. Each litter can number an 

average of 3-5 kittens that are sexually mature from 4 months old. De-sexing would stop 
this population growth. The local SPCA de-sexes many cats, but are becoming overwhelmed 

by the sheer numbers of unowned and unwanted cats.

Stray, lost and abandoned cats and those not adequately fed decimate wild bird 

populations. With the aims for a predator-free New Zealand by 2050 it is essential to have 
some effective programs in place to control the populations of these very efficient hunters 
in our extensive bush and native flora areas.

Microchipping gives each cat a unique number. It is the size of a grain of rice implanted 
under the skin, like a vaccination, usually during the de-sexing procedure by a vet or vet 
nurse. Vet practice and SPCA staff use a microchip reader that scans the chips radio signal 
and detects the unique 16 digit number. The number is registered on a database that links 
the cat to the owner's details. Without the registration, the animal cannot be reunited with 

an owner. When a stray, lost or abandoned, sick or injured cat is presented to the vet, the 
lack of a microchip means that there are delays in diagnosis and treatment for the patient 
due to a lack of owner permission.

There is a worldwide movement towards the mandatory microchipping of cats: the UK and 

Japan are currently considering new guidelines and it is compulsory in France, Belgium, 
Greece and some parts of Spain and Australia.

I would like to suggest the following solutions to the above problems:

1. Financially contribute to a Whangarei "Chip and snip" programme involving local vet 

practices. This would provide subsidized de-sexing, microchipping and registering of 

companion cats for people on benefits/pensions and low incomes.

\ (f) Vd,^ Vc: \~ef\ 
Name....................................................................................................................................................... 

~O l Lc .~ Street name and suburb....................................................................................................................... 

Vet practice.........7...-~.. A.9...........tl~.u.......~~..........................................................
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
. from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
. spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
. getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary ard 

expensive vet bills 
. breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
. eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
. causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
. interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
. spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
. leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
. carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
. who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
. who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
. who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
o predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
OJ competing with native species for food and water resources 
. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
. shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
. employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
. cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
6 months of age - a once in the eat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 
registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

Name... .J:-..~. ~J. .T:f.r.  . .~.0 ~/l( (~(...........................................................................
Address.........~.\:. ~~. .(.............................................................................................. 
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6. Damaging our environment: 
. predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
. competing with native species for food and water resources 
. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

WHANGAREI 

DISTRICT (OUNC

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
. shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
. employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
. cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA priorltises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'Iost'/'stray' cats 
and kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. The SPCA no longer lends humane live 
capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. The SPCA do not accept 
'stray' cats from the community any more. This means the number of 'Iost'/'stray' cats and 
kittens will rapidly escalate. Since Covid 19 the SPCA has further reduced its services. The 
SPCA vets and SPCA inspectors are only working weekdays 9am-5pm.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
mlcrochlpped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
6 months of age - a once In the eat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, mlcrochlpping and 
registering programmes throughout year for people on low Incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the effective 
management of stray and abandoned cats and kittens in our 
community.

I work for Kainga Ora (Housing NZ), Whangarei, as a Tenancy Manager. I 

frequently see stray and abandoned cats and kittens when I visit my clients and can 

see the damage they are doing to residents' properties. I am also concerned about 

the health risks for our clients and their young children, created by large numbers of 
unowned and unwanted cats and kittens.

Our clients frequently complain to us about the numbers of stray and abandoned 
cats and kittens on their properties and the problems they create. These cats do not 
belong to the residents and all the neighbours know that they are strays. The 
residents are concerned and frustrated as the number of unwanted and unowned 

cats and kittens is increasing, because there is currently no organisation in 
Whangarei that is able to help them with this problem.

The Whangarei SPCA is not obligated to take in stray cats - their priority is 
vulnerable, sick and injured animals, and medical emergencies. In January 2019, 
the Whangarei SPCA made several changes. They have taken away their 
dog/puppies and cat/kittens 'drop in' boxes at the SPCA centre in Kioreroa Road. 
These used to be available when the centre is closed. They have stopped lending 
humane live capture traps to the public for trapping semi-wild or simply frightened 
domestic cats. They no longer accept stray cats from the local community either. 
These measures, along with Whangarei's rapidly growing human population, means 
increasing numbers of unowned and unwanted stray and abandoned cats and 
kittens in every suburb.

Stray and abandoned cats and kittens cause many problems and much anxiety for 
our clients. Some residents respond with kindness, sadly others are cruel and get 
rid of them any way they can. The majority of people do not like seeing these 
animals suffer and find it distressing to see desperate, skinny, starving cats and 
kittens in their gardens and on their doorstep all year round.

Our clients complain about stray and abandoned cats and kittens:

. coming into their homes 

. causing flea infestations in their carpets 

. causing young children to get skin infections from flea bites 

. spraying on their carpets and furniture

Page 72 of 98



. stealing food off kitchen benches and tables 

. breeding and fighting under their homes 

. damaging insulation under their houses when female cats use it as a safe 
place to keep and raise young kittens 

. dying under their homes creating a putrid smell for several months 

. breeding in their garages and garden sheds 

. spraying on the outside walls of their homes, garages and fences 

. leaving faeces in their gardens 

. eating their pets' caUs and/or dog/s food 

. fighting with their pet cats and often causing them injury 

. spreading diseases like cat flu and feline aids to their pet cats/kittens 

. creating unnecessary expensive vet bills 

. causing suffering and sometimes slow premature deaths for pet cats/kittens 

. 

when their owners cannot afford expensive vet bills

Most of our clients are beneficiaries or have low incomes. They often have limited 
resources, support and money, so are unable to resolve the problem themselves. 

They are dependent on community organisations to help them, but unfortunately, 
these organisations do not exist in Whangarei.

I would like the WDC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal 
Register) by 6 months of age - a once in the eat's lifetime cost. Over time, 
this would help reduce the number of stray cats in our community.

2. Financially contribute to 'Snip n Chip' or 'Snip, Chip n Trip' 
programmes each year, involving either the Whangarei SPCA and/or local 
vets. This would provide subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and registering 
of cats for people on low incomes. This is already available in other areas of 
NZ.

Name: Cheryll \L\la" ~

Position at Kainga Ora, Whangarei: 

\e~rGy~~ 
Personal contact details phone/email (optional):
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

Submission for woe 2021 Public Consultation Process

I am a resident in the Whangarei district I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
a from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
\) spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
<I getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and 

expensive vet bills 
GI breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
. eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
~ causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
!) interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
(II spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
" leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
e carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
  who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
a who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
e who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
. predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
. competing with native species for food and water resources 
. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
~ shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
G employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
~ cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

I would like the V\jDe to help solve this problem:

1. ~D1troduce iIlew by!aws mandating that aU companion cats are de-Sl!lted, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
{; months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 
registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and xittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited l,Nith their owners.

Name: l<<.. 0,,, 0. LJ q \ k- ~ r
Position: 

Business/col+ll=Rl:lnity ofgef'li9ati~ h-- ~ '-"> P C-i t c. ~ . 

Address: . 

T ~ VI Y  ~ h vi ~ R.eI 
/ 

n (;:lU V\ ~ 01 ~ ~.. C  r'"  e Dr . 

Personal contact details email/phone (optional):

- lJ\., VI V  0 C11~ 
~ aw@r5 \ nC1r~\-

Page 75 of 98



Submission for WDC 2021 Public Consultation Process

-1'1: 
C<"/V<"D 

'CUsro 
" 1?<"R 

" ( A... S<"R 
/1'/.11( ? 

VICt's 
D VVII - /(J?! 

~ 1St. -''''G. <: 
fllel 

c 
<//'t/ 

Ou", 
(-,

New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be O(le or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
. from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
. spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
. getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary ard 

expensive vet bills 
. breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
. eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
. causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
. interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
. spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
. leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
. carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
. who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
. who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
. who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
. predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
. competing with native species for food and water resources 
. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
. shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
. employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
. cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
b months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 
registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

NameJ~'?~0.\....WClVl:~......................................................................... 
Address .~\~IJ: ~\ L ~ 

. 

.g 
.. 

.RLt~ lll~IJ9C\ . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

Business/eoFl'1F1'1unity organisation... .lV-e.cr:\....::.. C .1<.e.S... t.. .fcz iot!:s.... ........
Position....... 

....... ...... ... ............ ...... ........... ...... .... ........ ... .... ...... ..... 
..... .... ...... .... .....

Personal contact details email/phone (optional)
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the effective 
management of stray and abandoned cats and kittens in our 
community.

I work for Kainga Ora (Housing NZ), Whangarei, as a Tenancy Manager. I 

frequently see stray and abandoned cats and kittens when I visit my clients and can 

see the damage they are doing to residents' properties. I am also concerned about 

the health risks for our clients and their young children, created by large numbers of 
unowned and unwanted cats and kittens.

Our clients frequently complain to us about the numbers of stray and abandoned 
cats and kittens on their properties and the problems they create. These cats do not 
belong to the residents and all the neighbours know that they are strays. The 
residents are concerned and frustrated as the number of unwanted and unowned 

cats and kittens is increasing, because there is currently no organisation in 
Whangarei that is able to help them with this problem.

The Whangarei SPCA is not obligated to take in stray cats - their priority is 
vulnerable, sick and injured animals, and medical emergencies. In January 2019, 
the Whangarei SPCA made several changes. They have taken away their 
dog/puppies and cat/kittens 'drop in' boxes at the SPCA centre in Kioreroa Road. 
These used to be available when the centre is closed. They have stopped lending 
humane live capture traps to the public for trapping semi-wild or simply frightened 
domestic cats. They no longer accept stray cats from the local community either. 
These measures, along with Whangarei's rapidly growing human population, means 
increasing numbers of unowned and unwanted stray and abandoned cats and 
kittens in every suburb.

Stray and abandoned cats and kittens cause many problems and much anxiety for 
our clients. Some residents respond with kindness, sadly others are cruel and get 
rid of them any way they can. The majority of people do not like seeing these 
animals suffer and find it distressing to see desperate, skinny, starving cats and 
kittens in their gardens and on their doorstep all year round.

Our clients complain about stray and abandoned cats and kittens:

. coming into their homes 

. causing flea infestations in their carpets 

. causing young children to get skin infections from flea bites 

. spraying on their carpets and furniture
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. stealing food off kitchen benches and tables 
  breeding and fighting under their homes 
  damaging insulation under their houses when female cats use it as a safe 

place to keep and raise young kittens 
. dying under their homes creating a putrid smell for several months 
  breeding in their garages and garden sheds 
  spraying on the outside walls of their homes, garages and fences 
  leaving faeces in their gardens 
. eating their pets' cat/s and/or dog/s food 
. fighting with their pet cats and often causing them injury 
. spreading diseases like cat flu and feline aids to their pet cats/kittens 
  creating unnecessary expensive vet bills 
  causing suffering and sometimes slow premature deaths for pet cats/kittens 

when their owners cannot afford expensive vet bills

Most of our clients are beneficiaries or have low incomes. They often have limited 
resources, support and money, so are unable to resolve the problem themselves. 
They are dependent on community organisations to help them, but unfortunately, 
these organisations do not exist in Whangarei.

I would like the WDC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal 
Register) by 6 months of age - a once in the eat's lifetime cost. Over time, 
this would help reduce the number of stray cats in our community.

2. Financially contribute to 'Snip n Chip' or 'Snip, Chip n Trip' 
programmes each year, involving either the Whangarei SPCA and/or local 
vets. This would provide subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and registering 
of cats for people on low incomes. This is already available in other areas of 
NZ.

Name: AOk {j)yJ,

Position at Kainga Ora, Whangarei: 

tft;dn~f} 2- )yfWU ;:Jo~ ~ 1)1 ).~I
Personal contact details phone/email (optional):
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Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous. The road 

is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 
cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 
wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WDC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 
there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day- 
walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 
dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes with 
groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 
drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many species of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 
cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 
realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline. 
Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for the Native 

Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 
Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WDC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 
Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road:

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St

First name ...w..~~........................................................................
~+eJ~ 

Street name...............................................................................................

Suburb .........CJ. .e..~...................................................................
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
~Iost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
a from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of crueity and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
a spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
<I getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and 

expensive vet bills 
CI breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
. eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
!) causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
~ interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
. spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
iii spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
  leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
e carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
~ who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
~ vl/ho have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
a who know these cats have no 'future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
  predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
.. competing with native species for food and water resources 
,. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
~ shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
I) employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
" cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

I would !ike the "\fDC to help solve this problem:

1. ~rntroduce new bylaws mandating that aU compan on cats are de-selted, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
6 months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-selting, microchipping and 
ll"e919stering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited 'Nith their owners.

Name: ~~\VUL ~0\l~'c\VYlS
Position: MY\~~ 
BusinessI<;Q",mllDihJ mgaAisalion" I:--\lA~""; ~ "" ~ , 

Address: l-{v-.. ~ ~ ((J) IZ'J L- \-\.; it u.. t'--.o. -0 .- 
Personal contact details emaiVphone (optional): L.'JhJ o..k-< l) l <(, Z

{/1I!JaflgafleC' (;mwvs' lH hzi)
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
. from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
. spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
. getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary ard 

expensive vet bills 
. breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
. eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
. causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
. interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
. spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
. leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
. carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
. who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
. who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
. who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
. predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
. competing with native species for food and water resources 
. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
. shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
. employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
. cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
b months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 

registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

Name...... 
... .-;)q.00Y.... . 

!d.(! k..~ 0. ~~.0.. 
...... .. . ......... .. ...... ....... ... .. ... .. . ......... . ..... . . 

Address...... .3. ~.>.... .&nf.... .5k.-ee..t.. ./.. .W.hq~.q.~f:-.'..:........................... 
Business/community organisation......  'anO'..... .v.~ . .~. /)rJrWilt. L.e$ 

........ 

Position.......... J~~.O................................~'e.t1/? $..~.!lor.lh!atJd
Personal contact details email/phone (optional)..... .J.o~0.Y.9..Dq!'xJ..". .CY.1.'. .'7.7.............
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Northland Vet Group is the largest Veterinary Practice in Northland and we cover both large 
and small animal veterinary work from Helena Bay to Waipu.

There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. Many 
of our clients in both rural and urban domiciles report the presence of unowned and 

unwanted cats that appear and fight for food and territory, biting and injuring their own 
domestic pets in the process of day-to-day survival. Sometimes these cats are not seen, so 
this is the first evidence of their presence.

These unowned cats breed rapidly so the problem is an increasing one. A female cat can 

produce 2-4 litters a year with no particular breeding seasons. Each litter can number an 

average of 3-5 kittens that are sexually mature from 4 months old. De-sexing would stop 
this population growth. The local SPCA de-sexes many cats, but are becoming overwhelmed 

by the sheer numbers of unowned and unwanted cats.

Stray, lost and abandoned cats and those not adequately fed decimate wild bird 

populations. With the aims for a predator-free New Zealand by 2050 it is essential to have 

some effective programs in place to control the populations of these very efficient hunters 
in our extensive bush and native flora areas.

Microchipping gives each cat a unique number. It is the size of a grain of rice implanted 
under the skin, like a vaccination, usually during the de-sexing procedure by a vet or vet 
nurse. Vet practice and SPCA staff use a microchip reader that scans the chips radio signal 
and detects the unique 16 digit number. The number is registered on a database that links 
the cat to the owner's details. Without the registration, the animal cannot be reunited with 

an owner. When a stray, lost or abandoned, sick or injured cat is presented to the vet, the 
lack of a microchip means that there are delays in diagnosis and treatment for the patient 
due to a lack of owner permission.

There is a worldwide movement towards the mandatory microchipping of cats: the UK and 

Japan are currently considering new guidelines and it is compulsory in France, Belgium, 
Greece and some parts of Spain and Australia.

I would like to suggest the following solutions to the above problems:

1. Financially contribute to a Whangarei "Chip and snip" programme involving local vet 

practices. This would provide subsidized de-sexing, microchipping and registering of 

companion cats for people on benefits/pensions and low incomes.
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Northland Vet Group is the largest Veterinary Practice in Northland and we cover both large 
and small animal veterinary work from Helena Bay to Waipu,

There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. Many 
of our clients in both rural and urban domiciles report the presence of unowned and 

unwanted cats that appear and fight for food and territory, biting and injuring their own 
domestic pets in the process of day-to-day survival. Sometimes these cats are not seen, so 
this is the first evidence of their presence.

These unowned cats breed rapidly so the problem is an increasing one. A female cat can 

produce 2-4 litters a year with no particular breeding seasons. Each litter can number an 

average of 3-5 kittens that are sexually mature from 4 months old. De-sexing would stop 
this population growth. The local SPCA de-sexes many cats, but are becoming overwhelmed 

by the sheer numbers of unowned and unwanted cats.

Stray, lost and abandoned cats and those not adequately fed decimate wild bird 

populations. With the aims for a predator-free New Zealand by 2050 it is essential to have 
some effective programs in place to control the populations of these very efficient hunters 
in our extensive bush and native flora areas.

Microchipping gives each cat a unique number. It is the size of a grain of rice implanted 
under the skin, like a vaccination, usually during the de-sexing procedure by a vet or vet 
nurse. Vet practice and SPCA staff use a microchip reader that scans the chips radio signal 
and detects the unique 16 digit number. The number is registered on a database that links 
the cat to the owner's details. Without the registration, the animal cannot be reunited with 

I 

an owner. When a stray, lost or abandoned, sick or injured cat is presented to the vet, the 
lack of a microchip means that there are delays in diagnosis and treatment for the patient 
due to a lack of owner permission.

There is a worldwide movement towards the mandatory microchipping of cats: the UK and 

Japan are currently considering new guidelines and it is compulsory in France, Belgium, 
Greece and some parts of Spain and Australia.

I would like to suggest the following solutions to the above problems:

1. Financially contribute to a Whangarei "Chip and snip" programme involving local vet 
practices. This would provide subsidized de-sexing, microchipping and registering of 

companion cats for people on benefits/pensions and low incomes.

I-<evl' w d~, f)S 0 - (t1C{Ckl'r Name....................................................................................................................................................... 

Street name and suburb........ ..Q...T.........w..00!'fj0:!.e..\.~...........9....!...7...+................. 
Vet practice............t\ .9.!.+h.lqad........v.~+.:".....,g.!.9.y..f?._..............................................

Page 86 of 98



Submission for woe 202 I Public Consultation Process

R("C(: /v("o 
-Cus" 

2 O~CR 
~ MAl? SCRVICCS 

o iVll,,^, lOll 
Isrl!lcr 1.,'11(/1 

Co Ut'C.'1

New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
. from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
.. spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
Ci getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and 

expensive vet bills 
. breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
. eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
. causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
  interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
.. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
. spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
.. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
e leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
<9 carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. C eatung daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
'l> who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
a who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
  who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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5. Damaging our environment: 
  predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
.a competing with native species for food and water resources 
  spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
"' shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
\S employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
11 cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and catslkittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

I would !ike the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. !rntroduce new bylaws mandating that ail companion cats .are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
b months of age - a once in the eat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 
:register!ng programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by worl<ing with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.

Name: A",J~w \t.J II \, /t'tvtr

Position:   \,." fI (; tL

" v \< ,";.(LE'NV \ 
Business/.comm. il=lity ef~efljseiion: " ~  - A (( O{?N\'

Address: H v~< E tZ. FrJ v \ (  0 
0 ( 8" 2 

\c01 M(Kv((,'hJ&-( wK-,tJl>-.4{l.t'"( 
Personal contact de' ails email/phone (optional):

( J1/ h (J/Iya ! 
' rJrowU's' /I/(l/hl) 

/

Page 88 of 98



Submission for woe 2021-2031 Long Term Plan

RECEIVED 
-CUsrOME, R SERVICes 

J 0 A,J ,"jAR 1021 
W1-/41'1 

DISTRICT CG4litt 
OUNCIL

Section of Beach Road, Onerahi, is dangerous for pedestrians

The section of Beach Road, from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St is extremely dangerous. The road 
is narrow and barely wide enough for two vehicles to pass each other, especially for large trucks and 
cars towing boats. It is potentially dangerous for pedestrians because this road finishes at the sea 
wall and there is no footpath for people and their families.

The WDC has created a well-used, safe, shared path from Beach Road, along the Waimahanga 
Track and Riverside Drive, to the Town Basin. Many more people are using Beach Road because 
there is now a safe pathway. It is great to see people of all ages enjoying the area every day - 

walking, running, cycling and taking their dogs for a walk, families with babies in prams and young 
children riding their bikes. Many people like to complete a circuit of Beach Rd and have to use a 
dangerous, narrow road with no footpath to do this.

Frequently reckless drivers choose to use Beach Road to drive as fast as they can, sometimes with 
groups of cars. It is frightening when cars speed past and are dangerously close to you. These 
drivers have a complete disregard for the safety of people and their families who enjoy walking along 
this scenic part of our harbour.

Many spedes of birds live in this area. I regularly walk around Beach Road and I frequently witness 
cruel drivers deliberately mowing down flocks of birds, killing and maiming them. Many people do not 
realise that some species like the Red-billed Gull is native to NZ and their numbers are in decline. 
Caring people do not like to witness this deliberate cruelty. This creates additional work for the Native 
Bird Recovery Centre volunteers. Traffic calming measures would slow drivers down and make 
Beach Road safer for all bird life too.

The WOC has encouraged people to use this beautiful area and now needs to complete the circuit of 
Beach Road and make it safer for people and birdlife.

Suggestions - make Beach Road: 

. a one way street from the Onerahi Yacht Club to Hill St 

. continue the concreted shared path to Hill St 

. put in traffic calming measures from the Raurimu Road intersection to Hill St
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management 
of 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30_ These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
. from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
. spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
. getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and 

expensive vet bills 
. breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
. eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
. causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
. interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
. spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
. leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
. carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
. who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
. who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
. who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
. predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
. competing with native species for food and water resources 
. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
. shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
. em ployees taking time. oft work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
. cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and catslkittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem: 

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on the NZ Companion Animal Register) by to 
months of age - a once in the eat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 
registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.
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There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. Many 
of our clients in both rural and urban domiciles report the presence of unowned and 

unwanted cats that appear and fight for food and territory, biting and injuring their own 
domestic pets in the process of day-to-day survival. Sometimes these cats are not seen, so 
this is the first evidence of their presence.

These unowned cats breed rapidly so the problem is an increasing one. A female cat can 

produce 2-4 litters a year with no particular breeding seasons. Each litter can number an 

average of 3-5 kittens that are sexually mature from 4 months old. De-sexing would stop 
this population growth. The local SPCA de-sexes many cats, but are becoming overwhelmed 

by the sheer numbers of unowned and unwanted cats.

Stray, lost and abandoned cats and those not adequately fed decimate wild bird 

populations. With the aims for a predator-free New Zealand by 2050 it is essential to have 
some effective programs in place to control the populations of these very efficient hunters 
in our extensive bush and native flora areas.

Microchipping gives each cat a unique number. It is the size of a grain of rice implanted 
under the skin, like a vaccination, usually during the de-sexing procedure by a vet or vet 
nurse. Vet practice and SPCA staff use a microchip reader that scans the chips radio signal 
and detects the unique 16 digit number. The number is registered on a database that links 
the cat to the owner's details. Without the registration, the animal cannot be reunited with 

an owner. When a stray, lost or abandoned, sick or injured cat is presented to the vet, the 
lack of a microchip means that there are delays in diagnosis and treatment for the patient 
due to a lack of owner permission.

There is a worldwide movement towards the mandatory microchipping of cats: the UK and 

Japan are currently considering new guidelines and it is compulsory in France, Belgium, 
Greece and some parts of Spain and Australia.

I would like to suggest the following solutions to the above problems:

1. Financially contribute to a Whangarei "Chip and snip" programme involving local vet 

practices. This would provide subsidized de-sexing, microchipping and registering of 

companion cats for people on benefits/pensions and low incomes.
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

Lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
o from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
o spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
o getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and 

expensive vet bills I 

  breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
o eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
o causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
o interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
  dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
o spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
o spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
o leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
o carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
e who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
o who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
o who know these cats have no future and there is no help available
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6. Damaging our environment: 
o predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
. competing with native species for food and water resources 
. spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

7. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
o shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
. employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
e cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'Iost'/'stray' cats 
and kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 

dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. The SPCA no longer lends humane live 

capture traps for catching semi-wild or simply scared pet cats. The SPCA do not accept 
'stray' cats from the community any more. This means the number of 'Iost'/'stray' cats and 
kittens will rapidly escalate. Since Covid 19 the SPCA has further reduced its services. The 
SPCA vets and SPCA inspectors are only working weekdays 9am-5pm.

I would like the WOC to help solve this problem:

1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 
microchipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) by 
6 months of age - a once in the cat's lifetime cost.

2. Provide and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 

registering programmes throughout year for people on low incomes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by working with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.
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New bylaws and resources urgently needed for the management of''''Ct{ 
'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens that are suffering from 
starvation and cruelty; damaging our environment; and creating 
problems for residents and businesses in our community.

Submission for woe 2021 Public Consultation Process

I am a resident in the Whangarei district. I am aware that people in all suburbs have 
problems with 'lost' and abandoned cats and kittens, whether it be one or two cats or 
colonies of 20-30. These unowned and unwanted cats and kittens create many different 

problems and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense for residents and businesses, 
and damage to native wildlife.

lost and abandoned cats and kittens are:

1. Suffering: 
. from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm 

infestations, disease and untreated injuries

2. Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

3. Creating a nuisance and problems for residents: 
CJ spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu and feline aids 
CjI getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating unnecessary and 

expensive vet bills 
@ breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

4. A health and hygiene issue: 
<1/ eating pets' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables 
@ causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites 
~ interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating 
. dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell 
I'!I spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture 
.. spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round 
@ leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children 
e carry toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

5. Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents: 
~ who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often 

with the mother cat desperately looking for food 
<  who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats 

hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu 
G who know these cats have no -future and there is no help available
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5. Damaging our environment: 
I) predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects 
o!I competing with native species for food and water resources 
3 spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis

1. Creating a nuisance for business owners: 
~ shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins 
~ employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their 

workplace to the SPCA 
~ cats breeding out the back of cafes, j,:es auran s and supermarkets

The SPCA prioritises sick and injured animals and is not obligated to accept 'lost' cats and 
kittens. In January 2019, the Whangarei SPCA removed both their 'drop in' boxes for 
dogs/puppies and cats/kittens for out of hours use. They no longer lend humane live capture 
traps for catching semi-wi!d or simply scared pet cats. They do not accept 'stray' cats from 
the community any more. This means the number of 'lost' cats and kittens will rapidly 
escalate.

i would like the VVDC to help solve this problem:

1. 9B1troduce ililew bylaws mandating that aU compall1 on cats are de-Selted, 
micfI'Ochipped and registered (on NZCAR the NZ Companion Animal Register) lOy 
b mo~ths of age - a once in the eat's lifetime ClOSt.

2. Pr.ov~de and financially contribute to subsidised de-sexing, microchipping and 
:registering programmes througholilt year for people on low i!! comes. Some 
councils in NZ already provide this service by worl<ing with their local vet clinics 
and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help reduce the number of lost and abandoned cats 
and kittens in the community. Mandatory de-sexing would also reduce the number of 
unwanted cats and kittens taken to cat shelters. Mandatory microchipping and registering 
would enable many lost cats and kittens to be reunited with their owners.
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New by-laws are needed for mandatory de-sexing and microchipping of cats in the 

Whangarei area.

There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. These 

unowned, and not de-sexed, cats and kittens create many different problems for the 

community. They breed rapidly, so the problem is an increasing one.

Compulsory de-sexing of companion cats would help to slow this population growth. 

Compulsory microchipping will give each cat an individual identifying number, and 

compulsory registration on the NZCAR (New Zealand Companion Animal Register) will link 

the cat to an owner.

There is a worldwide movement towards the mandatory microchipping and de-sexing of 

companion cats.

I would like the Whangarei District Council to help solve this problem in the following ways: 
1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 

microchipped and registered on the NZCAR (New Zealand Companion Animal 

Register) by 6 months of age. 
2. Financially contribute to subsidized de-sexing, microchipping and registering 

programmes for people on low incomes. Some councils in NZ already provide this 

service by working with their local vet clinics and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help to reduce the number of lost and abandoned 

cats and kittens in the community.

NAME: COSSOf\c(ro Z\ {Y\{\f\e{.

VET PRACTICE: N\ \ \ \ Rood
iJ ; e;w (Zoo d 

I 

V ~-+ eli (\   C

~ -i d( \J ( 0. (\5; , 

~\f\()':8n (~
HOME STREET NAME AND SUBURB:
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New by-laws are needed for mandatory de-sexing and microchipping of cats in the 

Whangarei area,

There is a huge problem with stray, lost and abandoned cats in the Whangarei area. These 

unowned, and not de-sexed, cats and kittens create many different problems for the 

community. They breed rapidly, so the problem is an increasing one.

Compulsory de-sexing of companion cats would help to slow this population growth. 

Compulsory microchipping will give each cat an individual identifying number, and 

compulsory registration on the NZCAR (New Zealand Companion Animal Register) will link 

the cat to an owner.

There is a worldwide movement towards the mandatory microchipping and de-sexing of 

companion cats.

I would like the Whangarei District Council to help solve this problem in the following ways: 
1. Introduce new bylaws mandating that all companion cats are de-sexed, 

microchipped and registered on the NZCAR (New Zealand Companion Animal 

Register) by 6 months of age. 
2. Financially contribute to subsidized de-sexing, microchipping and registering 

programmes for people on low incomes. Some councils in NZ already provide this 

service by working with their local vet clinics and/or SPCA.

Over time, both these measures would help to reduce the number of lost and abandoned 

cats and kittens in the community.

NAME: N\l\l\t- lWQctr5 (bvaans)
HOME STREET NAME AND SUBURB: ,(', \\~ ,'\ S\lf   \ \,< 

(\\\''\f\)!\ 

VET PRACTICE: N\i\\ LI.:fJtJ " . \
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