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RECEIVED - CUSTOMER SERVICES

31 MAR 7071

WHANGAREI

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Submission for WDC 2021-2031 Long Term Plan

WDC needs to promote and support responsible cat ownership by:

e introducing new bylaws mandating de-sexing, microchipping
and registering (on NZCAR) of companion cats, and
e providing resources to help the community achieve this

In the WDC LTP 2021-2031 Consultation Document, it states that:

“councils have a significant role to play in the lifting the quality of life of our
communities, and the health of our environment” (p.6)

“Everything that Council does is quided by our four Community Outcomes - based
on what our community tells us is most important to them:

e Caring for the environment
e Proud to be local” (p.7)

Unowned and unwanted. lost and abandoned cats/kittens are suffering unnecessarily.
Humans have created this problem and humans need to take responsibility to fix it.

Most unowned cats/kittens are victims of cruel and irresponsible human behaviour. In
NZ, cats are apex predators, so have no other creature that predates on them. They
are also prolific breeders, being sexually mature from 4 months. Without a caring and
responsible owner, unowned cats are forced to predate on rats, mice, birds, bird eqgs,
lizards, bats, weta and other insects to survive. Unowned cats also create many
different problems in our community and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense
for residents and business owners, and a unique set of problems for vet staff.

Vets need the consent of a pet's owner to treat or euthanase an animal. Kind and
caring residents regularly bring unowned, sick and injured, tame companion cats to local
vet clinics. If the vet cannot find a microchip or a form of identification immediately,
and the animal is suffering, then the vet has two choices:

e treat the cat and the vet clinic covers the cost of its treatment and care, or
e euthanase the cat

One vet told me this happens almost every week. All the vets are tired of this
situation and the majority euthanase sick or injured cats without microchips/ID.
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Current WDC initiatives to deal with this problem include:

e Cat and dog free residential zones e.g. Pukenui Estate, Maunu. New subdivisions
on the Pukenui Forest boundary will be encouraged to be dog and cat free.

e The Blue/Green Network Strategy - a way of planning based around waterways
(blue), and planting and parks (green), includes the ecological restoration of the
Hatea River, Raumanga Stream and Waiarohia Stream (Aug 2016).

e Promotes and supports programmes to exclude dogs, cats and mustelids from
known high-density kiwi habitats and ecologically sensitive areas.

Next recommended step for the WDC: help to reduce the number of unowned and
unwanted cats and kittens by financially supporting annual 'snip n chip' programmes
organised by the NZ SPCA.

Many councils in NZ are promoting responsible cat ownership:

Bylaws:

Southland District Council - Environment Southland Biosecurity: since 2002 - all
domestic cats on Stewart Island are required to be de-sexed and microchipped.

Auckland Regional Council: all companion cats on Great Barrier Island must be

microchipped.

Wellington City Council: from 1 February 2018 - all cats over the age of 12 weeks are
required to be microchipped and the cat's microchip registered with the NZCAR.

Palmerston North City Council: cats born after 1 July 2018 - all companion cats over 6
months must be de-sexed and microchipped and the cat's microchip registered with the
NZCAR (registered breeders apply for an exemption).

Whanganui District Council: from 1 July 2021 -_all cats over 4 months must be
microchipped and the cat's microchip registered with the NZCAR (registered breeders
apply for an exemption).

MOU:

Hamilton City Council: on 27 February 2017, signed a MOU (Memorandum of

Understanding) with the Waikato SPCA where residents can take all cats and kittens of

any circumstance to the Waikato SPCA and/or Animal Education and Control, 7 i ,
days/week, 12.30pm - 4.30pm, except public holidays. gf“eg Q#QCAZC/ “/@é/é/
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Funding:

e Masterton District Council contribute $20K annually to help with de-sexing
(population of Masterton 26,800, June 2020)

e This year the Wellington City Council have allocated $20K to help reduce the
stray cat/kitten population in a particular suburb of Wellington

e The Auckland City Council have given the SPCA $45K to de-sex cats in eco-
sensitive areas

e Hamilton City Council has a perpetual de-sexing fund of $100K available for each
of the next 10 years specifically to de-sex, stray cats/kittens (May 2019)

e Environment Southland has paid for all cats to be de-sexed and microchipped on
Stewart Island

Waiheke Island is stray cat free now because the community worked together to de-
sex and microchip all cats and kittens. The Waiheke Island SPCA opted out of the 'One
SPCA' re-organisation in October 2018 and are now an independent self-funding
charity.

The NZ SPCA wants to work with councils and vet groups to help reduce the unwanted
and unowned cat population in NZ. A humane solution is to provide subsidised de-sexing
and microchipping for owners of cats/kittens through their 'snip n chip’ campaigns.

The SPCA is a charity with all funding coming from donations and bequests.

The Whangarei SPCA would appreciate regqular annual funding from the WDC so it can
work with local vet clinics to provide 'snip n chip’ programmes. There are no
administrational, marketing or accountability costs for the WDC, so I am asking the
WDC to consider allocating $50,000 annually to the Whangarei SPCA.

“SPCA will bear all administrational and marketing costs, the funding will be exclusively
expended in the Whangarei District Council areas and will be fully accounted for once
the funding has been spent.”

(see attached letter from Ros Alsford, Nationals Operations Support Manager, SPCA
‘Snip n Chip).
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SPCA statistics:

Whangarei SPCA:

In 2017, 2823 cats and kittens were taken to the Whangarei SPCA.

e 1351 were strays
e 1295 were unwanted or unable to be kept
e 177 were returned to their owners

The NZ SPCA Annual Report 2018-2019

In 2018, 40,712 animals were taken to the NZ SPCA, of which approximately 30,000
were unwanted kittens.

Widespread community support for bylaws mandating de-sexing and microchipping, and
the WDC contributing funding annually for 'snip n chip' programmes:

e All vet groups in WDC area

e Northland Regional Council (NRC)

e All pet shops in Whangarei

e Native Bird Recovery Centre, Maunu

e Kiwi North, Maunu

e Kainga Ora - Housing NZ tenancy managers Whangarei
e Taiho Trust - Disability Services Northland

Several businesses and hundreds of residents

Residents want the birds back in their gardens.

Robert and Robin Webb, founders of the Native Bird Recovery Centre, told me that cat
predation results in an average of 500 sick and injured birds being brought to them
each year.

Residents with disabilities may need practical support to 'snip n chip' their pets.

Jonny Wilkinson, CEO of Taiho Trust, told me that 24% of New Zealanders have a
disability and 29% of Northlanders have a disability.

Everyone wants the problem resolved.
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There are many problems created by unowned, lost and abandoned cats/kittens.

Suffering:

e from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm
infestations, disease, untreated injuries, are constantly frightened, and
struggling to survive.

Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

Creating a nuisance and problems for residents:

e spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu, feline aids and feline leukemia
e getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating expensive vet bills
e breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

A health and hygiene issue:

e eating pets’' food, and stealing people's food from kitchen benches and tables
e causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites

e interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating

e dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell

e spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture

e spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round

e leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children

e carrying toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents:

o who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often with
the mother cat desperately looking for food

e who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats
hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu

e who know these cats have no future and there is no help available

Damaging our environment:

e predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects
e competing with native species for food and water resources
e spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis
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Creating a nuisance for business owners:

o shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins

e employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their
workplace to the SPCA

e cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The majority of Whangarei residents are passionate about animal welfare.

During the last 10 years, I have spent many hours helping Whangarei residents with
their cats. I have listened to hundreds of people and their message was very clear.
No one wants unowned, friendly or semi-wild cats and kittens, living, fighting, spraying,
defecating and breeding on their property. Many people had tried to resolve the
problem by contacting the SPCA, the WDC, Animal Control, the NRC, and our local MPs
and no one could help, or suggest any person or organisation who could help them.

Residents want:

1. The WDC to acknowledge there is a problem, and work with the
community and relevant agencies to help resolve the problem.

2. The WDC to mandate that all companion cats are microchipped by the age
of 6 months and the cat’s microchip registered with the NZCAR (NZ
Companion Animal Register) - a once in the cat’s lifetime cost.

3. The WDC to mandate that all companion cats born from a given date (e.g.
1 January 2022) are de-sexed by the age of 6 months. Registered
breeders apply for an exemption.

4. The WDC to allocate funding annually to the Whangarei SPCA towards:

i de-sexing surgery and microchipping of cats and kittens in their
care that are suitable for re-homing

i, annual 'snip n chip’ programmes for cat owners in the Whangarei
District

5. The priority of any cat management plan is to de-sex and microchip owned
cats and re-home unowned, lost or abandoned cats and kittens.
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The NZ National Cat Management Strategy (2016, 2020) researched the many
different issues concerning cats. I have read the entire document and there are three
recommendations to promote responsible cat ownership.

1. Bylaws mandating de-sexing and microchipping of companion cats

2. Education about responsible cat ownership and the health and behavioural
benefits of de-sexing cats

3. Accessible and affordable 'snip n chip’ programmes

Punitive measures such as fines do not work. Help and support does.

NZ Companion Animal Register statistics:

e 91% of wealthier families de-sex and microchip their cats
e 52% of lower socio-economic status families de-sex and microchip their cats

It is the responsibility of pet owners to stop the cat overpopulation problem, that we
have right now. Many cat owners need community support to achieve this.

ALL animals deserve the best care. I want to be proud to live in a community where
every cat and kitten is happy and healthy, has a caring and responsible owner, is de-
sexed and microchipped, and experiences the

SPCA's Five Freedoms:

1. Freedom from hunger and thirst (food and water)

2. Freedom from discomfort (shelter)

3. Freedom from pain, injury and disease (medical care)
4. Freedom to behave naturally (exercise)

5. Freedom from fear and distress (love and understanding)

Judy ©

Onerahi, Whangarei.
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Submission for WDC 2021-2031 Long Term Plan

WDC needs to promote and support responsible cat ownership by:

e introducing new bylaws mandating de-sexing, microchipping
and registering (on NZCAR) of companion cats, and
o providing resources to help the community achieve this

In the WDC LTP 2021-2031 Consultation Document, it states that:

“councils have a significant role to play in the lifting the quality of life of our
communities, and the health of our environment” (p.6)

“Everything that Council does is guided by our four Community Outcomes - based
on what our community tells us is most important to them:

e Caring for the environment
e Proud to be local” (p.7)

Unownhed and unwanted, lost and abandoned cats/kittens are suffering unnecessarily.
Humans have created this problem and humans need to take responsibility to fix it.

Most unowned cats/kittens are victims of cruel and irresponsible human behaviour. In
NZ, cats are apex predators, so have no other creature that predates on them. They

are also prolific breeders, being sexually mature from 4 months. Without a caring and
responsible owner, unowned cats are forced to predate on rats, mice, birds, bird eggs,
lizards, bats, weta and other insects to survive. Unowned cats also create many

different problems in our community and cause unnecessary anxiety, work and expense
for residents and business owners, and a unique set of problems for vet staff.

Vets need the consent of a pet's owner to treat or euthanase an animal. Kind and
caring residents regularly bring unowned, sick and injured, tame companion cats to local
vet clinics. If the vet cannot find a microchip or a form of identification immediately,
and the animal is suffering, then the vet has two choices:

e treat the cat and the vet clinic covers the cost of its treatment and care, or
e euthanase the cat

One vet told me this happens almost every week. All the vets are tired of this
situation and the majority euthanase sick or injured cats without microchips/ID.
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Current WDC initiatives to deal with this problem include:

e Cat and dog free residential zones e.g. Pukenui Estate, Maunu. New subdivisions
on the Pukenui Forest boundary will be encouraged to be dog and cat free.

e The Blue/Green Network Strategy - a way of planning based around waterways
(blue), and planting and parks (green), includes the ecological restoration of the
Hatea River, Raumanga Stream and Waiarohia Stream (Aug 2016).

e Promotes and supports programmes to exclude dogs, cats and mustelids from
known high-density kiwi habitats and ecologically sensitive areas.

Next recommended step for the WDC: help to reduce the number of unowned and
unwanted cats and kittens by financially supporting annual 'snip n chip’ programmes
organised by the NZ SPCA.

Many councils in NZ are promoting responsible cat ownership:

Bylaws:

Southland District Council - Environment Southland Biosecurity: since 2002 - all
domestic cats on Stewart Island are required to be de-sexed and microchipped.

Auckland Regional Council: all companion cats on Great Barrier Island must be
microchipped.

Wellington City Council: from 1 February 2018 - all cats over the age of 12 weeks are
required to be microchipped and the cat's microchip registered with the NZCAR.

Palmerston North City Council: cats born after 1 July 2018 - all companion cats over 6
months must be de-sexed and microchipped and the cat's microchip registered with the
NZCAR (registered breeders apply for an exemption).

Whanganui District Council: from 1 July 2021 -_all cats over 4 months must be
microchipped and the cat's microchip registered with the NZCAR (registered breeders
apply for an exemption).

MQU:

Hamilton City Council: on 27 February 2017, signed a MOU (Memorandum of
Understanding) with the Waikato SPCA where residents can take all cats and kittens of
any circumstance to the Waikato SPCA and/or Animal Education and Control, 7
days/week, 12.30pm - 4.30pm, except public holidays.
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Funding:

e Masterton District Council contribute $20K annually to help with de-sexing
(population of Masterton 26,800, June 2020)

o This year the Wellington City Council have allocated $20K to help reduce the
stray cat/kitten population in a particular suburb of Wellington

e The Auckland City Council have given the SPCA $45K to de-sex cats in eco-
sensitive areas

e Hamilton City Council has a perpetual de-sexing fund of $100K available for each
of the next 10 years specifically to de-sex, stray cats/kittens (May 2019)

e Environment Southland has paid for all cats to be de-sexed and microchipped on
Stewart Island

Waiheke Island is stray cat free now because the community worked together to de-
sex and microchip all cats and kittens. The Waiheke Island SPCA opted out of the 'One
SPCA' re-organisation in October 2018 and are now an independent self-funding
charity.

The NZ SPCA wants to work with councils and vet groups to help reduce the unwanted
and unowned cat population in NZ. A humane solution is to provide subsidised de-sexing
and microchipping for owners of cats/kittens through their 'snip n chip’ campaigns.

The SPCA is a charity with all funding coming from donations and bequests.

The Whangarei SPCA would appreciate regular annual funding from the WDC so it can
work with local vet clinics to provide 'snip n chip’ programmes. There are no
administrational, marketing or accountability costs for the WDC, so I am asking the
WDC to consider allocating $50,000 annually to the Whangarei SPCA.

"SPCA will bear all administrational and marketing costs, the funding will be exclusively
expended in the Whangarei District Council areas and will be fully accounted for once
the funding has been spent.”

(see attached letter from Ros Alsford, Nationals Operations Support Manager, SPCA
'Snip n Chip").
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SPCA statistics:

Whangarei SPCA:

In 2017, 2823 cats and kittens were taken to the Whangarei SPCA.

e 1351 were strays
e 1295 were unwanted or unable to be kept
e 177 were returned to their owners

The NZ SPCA Annual Report 2018-2019

In 2018, 40,712 animals were taken to the NZ SPCA, of which approximately 30,000
were unwanted kittens.

Widespread community support for bylaws mandating de-sexing and microchipping, and
the WDC contributing funding annually for 'snip n chip' programmes:

e All vet groups in WDC area

¢ Northland Regional Council (NRC)

o All pet shops in Whangarei

¢ Native Bird Recovery Centre, Maunu

¢ Kiwi North, Maunu

¢ Kainga Ora - Housing NZ tenancy managers Whangarei
¢ Taiho Trust - Disability Services Northland

Several businesses and hundreds of residents

Residents want the birds back in their gardens.

Robert and Robin Webb, founders of the Native Bird Recovery Centre, told me that cat
predation results in an average of 500 sick and injured birds being brought to them
each year.

Residents with disabilities may need practical support to ‘'snip n chip’ their pets.

Jonny Wilkinson, CEO of Taiho Trust, told me that 24% of New Zealanders have a
disability and 29% of Northlanders have a disability.

Everyone wants the problem resolved.
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There are many problems created by unowned, lost and abandoned cats/kittens.

Suffering:

e from chronic dehydration, starvation, constipation, tooth decay, flea and worm
infestations, disease, untreated injuries, are constantly frightened, and
struggling to survive.

Victims of a disturbing range of cruelty and abuse

Creating a nuisance and problems for residents:

e spreading diseases to pets - such as cat flu, feline aids and feline leukemia
e getting into fights and causing injuries to pets - creating expensive vet bills
e breeding in garages, garden sheds and under homes damaging the insulation

A health and hygiene issue:

e eating pets’ food, and stealing people’s food from kitchen benches and tables
¢ causing flea infestations in carpets, and skin infections from flea bites

¢ interrupting sleep - when fighting and mating

¢ dying under homes in inaccessible places - creating a revolting smell

e spraying inside homes - damaging carpets and furniture

e spraying on fences and outside walls - creating a gross smell all year round

¢ leaving faeces in gardens - a health hazard for young children

e carrying toxoplasmosis - contagious to immune comprised people

Creating daily anxiety and distress in kind and caring residents:

¢ who hate seeing tiny, vulnerable, kittens that are skinny and starving, often with
the mother cat desperately looking for food

¢ who have sick, malnourished and sometimes injured adult and juvenile cats
hanging around, many with eye infections from untreated cat flu

e who know these cats have no future and there is no help available

Damaging our environment:

e predating on native species - birds, small mammals, lizards and insects
e competing with native species for food and water resources
¢ spreading diseases such as toxoplasmosis
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Creating a nuisance for business owners:

o shoppers seeing starving cats and kittens eating out of rubbish bins

e employees taking time off work to take boxes of kittens found at their
workplace to the SPCA

e cats breeding out the back of cafes, restaurants and supermarkets

The majority of Whangarei residents are passionate about animal welfare.

During the last 10 years, I have spent many hours helping Whangarei residents with
their cats. I have listened to hundreds of people and their message was very clear.
No one wants unowned, friendly or semi-wild cats and kittens, living, fighting, spraying,
defecating and breeding on their property. Many people had fried to resolve the
problem by contacting the SPCA, the WDC, Animal Control, the NRC, and our local MPs
and no one could help, or suggest any person or organisation who could help them.

Residents want:

1. The WDC to acknowledge there is a problem, and work with the
community and relevant agencies to help resolve the problem.

2. The WDC to mandate that all companion cats are microchipped by the age
of 6 months and the cat’s microchip registered with the NZCAR (NZ
Companion Animal Register) - a once in the cat’s lifetime cost.

3. The WDC to mandate that all companion cats born from a given date (e.g.
1 January 2022) are de-sexed by the age of 6 months. Registered
breeders apply for an exemption.

4. The WDC to allocate funding annually to the Whangarei SPCA towards:

I, de-sexing surgery and microchipping of cats and kittens in their
care that are suitable for re-homing

ii. annual 'snip n chip’ programmes for cat owners in the Whangarei
District

5. The priority of any cat management plan is to de-sex and microchip owned
cats and re-home unowned, lost or abandoned cats and kittens.
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The NZ National Cat Management Strategy (2016, 2020) researched the many
different issues concerning cats. I have read the entire document and there are three
recommendations to promote responsible cat ownership.

1. Bylaws mandating de-sexing and microchipping of companion cats

2. Education about responsible cat ownership and the health and behavioural
benefits of de-sexing cats

3. Accessible and affordable 'snip n chip’ programmes

Punitive measures such as fines do not work. Help and support does.

NZ Companion Animal Register statistics:

e 91% of wealthier families de-sex and microchip their cats
e 527% of lower socio-economic status families de-sex and microchip their cats

It is the responsibility of pet owners to stop the cat overpopulation problem, that we
have right now. Many cat owners need community support fo achieve this.

ALL animals deserve the best care. I want to be proud to live in a community where
every cat and kitten is happy and healthy, has a caring and responsible owner, is de-
sexed and microchipped, and experiences the

SPCA's Five Freedoms:

—

Freedom from hunger and thirst (food and water)

N

. Freedom from discomfort (shelter)

w

. Freedom from pain, injury and disease (medical care)
4. Freedom to behave naturally (exercise)

5. Freedom from fear and distress (love and understanding)

Judy ©

Onerahi, Whangarei.
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24 March 2021

Whangarei District Council
PO Box 9023
Whangarei 0148

Dear Councillors
Re: Funding for Community Desexing

In accordance with the SPCA Strategy 2019-2029, the organisation is looking at reducing the number
of unwanted animals needing the care and support of SPCA. By 2029, SPCA aims to halve the
number of animals needing help and this can be achieved in part through SPCA’s National De-sexing
Programme which will provide a humane and effective way to reduce the number of unwanted cats
and dogs.

Desexing is a key component of Responsible Pet Ownership. The owned companion animal population
of New Zealand is estimated to include 1.2 million companion cats and 851,000 dogs, of which
approximately 146,000 cats and 221,000 dogs are not desexed and some animals may have already
had a litter before desexing occurred. The main barriers to desexing of owned companion cats are
cost (27%), feeling it is unnecessary (23%), and not considering it a priority (21%). For dogs the three
main barriers are feeling it is unnecessary (27%), wanting to breed the animal (26%), and cost (20%).
These barriers have remained largely unchanged over the previous decade. To overcome these
barriers SPCA’s National Desexing Programme aims to address these key barriers through the
provision of readily-accessible low-cost desexing and education focused on the importance and
appropriate timing of desexing companion cats and dogs. SPCA has an important role in providing a
preventative, ‘top of the cliff’ approach, to addressing the unwanted and stray animal population of
New Zealand and are reaching out to other stakeholders to support this important strategy.

In December 2020, SPCA launched our low cost desexing programme Snip ‘n’ Chip into the Far North
Region and the interest and uptake of the programme has been phenomenal. This campaign is the
largest stand- alone campaign SPCA has ever undertaken and is on target to desex 4000 cats by the
end of June 2021. In order to make a real impact on the number of unwanted animals in the
community, this effort has to be repeated annually, and to include dogs, if we are to achieve our
target by 2029. SPCA is therefore requesting funding from the Whangarei District Council to assist
us to expand and continue running this programme for the foreseeable future.

SPCA is committed to reducing the number of unwanted animals in the Far North Region so any
funding SPCA receives to support this work will be used to desex, microchip and register the
microchip with Companion Animals New Zealand. SPCA will bear all administrational and marketing
costs, the funding will be exclusively expended in the Whangarei District Council areas and will be
fully accounted for once the funding has been spent.
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SPCA is aware that the Whangarei District Council is currently taking submissions for your 2021-2031
Long Term Plan, and therefore would be very grateful for your consideration on our request for
funding to support our community de-sexing programme. SPCA will be happy to answer any questions
you may have on our plan.

Yours sincerely

Ros Alsford
National Operations Support Manager
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Hamilton City Council

What to do with cats

We've developed the following guidelines about managing cats, following the signing of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) with the Waikato SPCA.

The MOU allows us to provide ongoing support to the Hamilton community around specific cats while
they remain on the Waikato SPCA’s books.

Helping our community with stray and vulnerable cats is new to us and we’re doing what we can to
provide as much support as possible within our current capacity.

These guidelines are a quick reference for people dealing with cats to know what to do in each situation.
There are many different types of cats and they all have their own way of being managed.

Below is a table for easy reference about what types of cats can be taken to each organisation:

Animal Education and Control Waikato SPCA

Nuisance cats Yes No
Litters or vulnerable cats Yes Yes
Feral cats Yes No
Cats needing welfare support No Yes
Abandoned cats No Yes
Unwanted cats No Yes

Animal Education and Control is located at 217 Ellis St in Frankton and is open from 12.30pm
to 4.30pm every day except public holidays. The Council's customer service centre is available 24/7 on 07
838 6699.
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