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Recommendations contained in the Council agenda may not be the
final decision of Council.
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4.1 Submissions and hearings for the Long Term Plan  
  2021-2031, Consultations alongside the Long Term  
  Plan and 2021-2022 Fees and Charges 

 
 
 

Meeting: Whangarei District Council 

Date of meeting: 13th April 2021 

Reporting officer: Dominic Kula (General Manager Strategy and Democracy) 

Emily Thompson (Manager – Democracy and Assurance) 
 
 

1 Purpose  

To receive and/or hear the submissions to the draft 2021-2031 Long Term Plan and 
concurrent consultations. 
 
 

2 Recommendations 
 
That Council; 
 

1. 1. Receive and hear the submissions relating to the Consultation Document for the 2021 -
 2031 Long Term Plan, consultations alongside the Long Term Plan and 2021-2022 Fees 
 and Charges; and 
 
2. That any submissions identified as being received after the close of the submission period 

(prior to the closure of this meeting), be accepted for consideration by Council. 
  

 
 

3 Background 

On 25th February 2021, Council adopted for consultation the following document which are 
subject to the Special Consultative Procedure process under the Local Government Act 
2002: 

 2021-2031 Long Term Plan Consultation Document 

 Statement of Proposal and draft rates remission and postponement policy  

 Statement of proposal and draft revenue and financing policy 

 Statement of proposal and draft development contributions policy 

 Statement of proposal and fees and charges 2021-2024 

These documents have been available to the community for consultation between 1st March 
to 1st April 2021 in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 2002. 
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4 Discussion 

2969 submissions received from members of the public, organisations, groups and 
businesses. 150 submitters have confirmed that they wish to speak to their submission in the 
hearing.  

Copies of all submissions, including those to be heard before Council, have been circulated 
and provided in full under a separate cover to this report.  

Of all of the submissions received eight were either duplicates, withdrawals or had 
indiscernible handwriting.  

Bulk submissions 
 
Included in the total number of submissions received three bulk submissions relating to a 
single topic.  
Bulk submissions are when the same submission has been submitted by multiple people or 
groups.  
 

Topic No. Of Submissions 

Submission on Cat control in the district 1008 

Ruakaka Community Centre 970 

Beach Road Onerahi 148 

 
 
Petitions 
No petitions were received. 
 
 
Concurrent consultations 
 
Submission on the concurrent consultation documents were also received.  These 
submissions have been indexed in concurrent consultation volume (under separate cover).  
 

Consultation Submissions Received 

Fees and charges 2021-22 Revenue Financing Policy 7 

Concurrent Consultations:  
Statement of proposal on rates remission and postponement 
policy & early payment of rates policy 
Statement of proposal on revenue and financing policy 
Statement of proposal on development contribution policy 

10 

 
Late or unaccounted for submissions will be provided as a separate volume prior to the 
meeting.  
 
 

5 Significance and engagement 
 
5.1 Significance 

Having considered the Significance and Engagement Policy, hearing submissions for the 
2021-31 Long Term Plan is considered a step in the process that could result in potentially 
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significant decisions. Potentially significant decisions were included in the Consultation 
Document for the 2021-2031 Long Term Plan. 

 
5.2 Engagement 

Council must use the special consultative procedure when adopting a Long Term Plan.  The 
Local Government Act 2002 has removed the requirement of mandatory formal hearings. 
Instead it retains a requirement to ensure any person has an opportunity to present their 
views verbally to appropriately delegated representatives of Council. 

Having considered the provisions and intent of Section 83 of the Local Government Act 
2002, it is proposed that formal hearing sessions be made available for any submitter that 
chooses to speak to their submission. This approach remains familiar to and expected by the 
community. As such is an appropriate form of engagement. 

Council held 15 public meetings around the District, as well as a Long Term Plan 
Engagement hui with Nga Hapū o Whangārei at Terenga Parāoa Marae.  One of these 
meetings (held at Forum North) was livestreamed to Facebook and also included a sign 
language interpreter.  

A total of 325 people attended at least one public meeting. Council also hosted a ‘Family Fun 
Day’ event. The event provided a range of free activities for kids, while giving families an 
opportunity to learn more about the future of our District via conversations with staff and 
elected members, and to make submissions.  

The event was very well attended with an estimated crowd of just over 3000 people. 
 
 

6 Attachments 

Under separate cover – available on council’s website 

1. Submissions Volumes 1 – 11 

2. Submissions Cats Volumes 1 – 10 

3. Submissions Beach Road, Onerahi Volumes 1 & 2 

4. Submissions Ruakaka Recreation Centre Volumes 1 & 2 
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